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Foreword 





Although Port Hudson is but a comparatively short distance from 
any point in the Feliciana parishes, we wonder how many of our readers 
have cognizance of the terrific struggle that went on there in 1862 and 
1863 between armed forces of the North and South. Not many, we 
feel sure, for that was a long time ago. Yet around Port Hudson re- 
volved some of the most thrilling incidents of the Civil War. Had it 
not been for the determined resistance offered by Confederate soldiers at 
this place there can be no doubt that Vicksburg woud have been taken 
very much sooner than it was. The Southerners at Port Hudson kept 
the Federal army and navy divided and it was not until after Vicksburg 
had capitulated that the Confederate commander, realizing the futility 
of further operations, made the surrender of his garrison. 


The story of Port Hudson is thrilling from the moment the first 
troops arrived to fortify the position, until after weeks and months of 
weary fighting. During the latter part of the siege soldiers were re- 
duced to eating mules, rats and parched corn. 

Some unknown Confederate officer has handed down a vivid ac- 
count of the activities around Port Hudson. It appears that he must 
hav been there at the beginning and that he stayed until the end, 
though there is no clue to his indentity. 


On August 2, within less than a month after the surrender, the 
New Orleans Daily True Delta began to run in serial form the story 
we are about to reproduce. On Sept. 5, 1863, the New Orleans Weckly 
True Delta published the story complete in one issue. The writer has 
recently secured a copy of this edition and feels it a privilege to re- 
recently secured a copy of this paper and feels it a privilege to repro- 
duce the entire story. 
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Port Hudson 


Early on the morning of the 15th of August, 1862, a small column 
of troops made their appearance in the environment of Port Hudson 
marching up the Baton Rouge and Bayou Sara road. As they passed 
an occasional house, the inmates flocked to the roadside to see for the 
first time in that section of country soldiers in active service. The 
€asy gait of the men, at a route step, the manner in which they car- 
ried their rifles, and the absence of all encumbering baggage except the 
indispensable blanket slung over one shoulder, spoke of experience in 
the field. Fresh from a bloody conflict, where they had won hard-earned 
laurels, and felt all the satisfaction of a victory, though the fruits of 
their courage had not been secured them, they received from the citi- 
zens collected to view them the plaudits they justly deserved, and which 
were given without a selfish reflection that this arrival of troops was 
about to bring the grim theatre of war to dwellings and enclosures 
where all before had been peace and tranquillity. 


About two miles from the little cluster of strageling houses re- 
joicing in the important title of Port. Hudson, a long and level clearing 
stretched aw ay to the left of the road, showing a waving mass of corn 
almost as far as the eye could reach. 


“Whose place is this?” asked an officer, of a resident who was stand- 
ing by the roadside. 


“Tt is Slaughter’s field,” was the reply. 


“Tt will be the field of Slaughter yet, or Iam much BUBTAKED “eas 
the half serious comment of the interrogator. iy; 


This first prophecy regarding Port Hudson proved true enough. 
Nine months after, some of thése same ‘troops, standing behind the 
earthworks they had thrown up; saw a Federal line of battle ploy from 
out the woods and advance upon them, their long line of bayonets glit- 
tering in the early morning light. The attack’ and repulse of Sher- 
man’s brigade, on the 27th of May, was the fulfillment of the predic- 
tion. Wy ah soe se 


THE POSITION AND OCCUPATION 


The occupation of Port Hudson had been determined on in July, 
1862, and the attack on Baton Rouge early in the succeeding month 
was a preliminary step which secured Gen. Breckenridge from interfer- 
ence while quietly constructing his defences. 
The position—a range of high bluffs on an exterior angle of the 
river, commanding it for extreme cannon range both up and down 
stream—was well selected; and, properly fortified, garrisoned and pre- 
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pared for a siege, it could have been made as nearly impregnable as 
human means can render any place. Whether these precautions were 
fully and well taken.is a subject to be discussed further on. 


Major Gen. Breckenridge soon took his Kentucky regiments away, 
leaving Brig. Gen. Ruggles to commence the work of fortifying the 
ground. The Kssex being in the river above, heavy guns could not be 
brought down by boats, and the only means of obtaining them was by 
hauling over the steep hills and miserable roads that led through the 
piney woods between Jackson [Miss.] railroad and the Mississippi. 


REGARDING THE LAND DEFENCES 


While waiting for the guns the land defences were commenced. 
This was the subject of some discussion at the time, about which sub- 
sequent events have thrown much interest. .Three plans were spoken 
of, each radically different from the other. The first was that of a 
large star fort on the river, presenting a uniform line of batteries on 
that side, and on the other a semi-circle of salient and retiring angles, 
according to the most approved ideas of Vauban. Such a work would 
have required a smaller garrison than any other, and would have given 
a better concentrated and more effective fire. But at the same time it 
would have enabled an investing land and naval force to rain such a 
destructive fire upon the comparatively small interior space, that, with- 
out the casements of a regularly constructed stone fort, in a given time 
it must become untenable. The second plan was that of a series of 
open lunettes, or simple earfh works, something in the form of a letter 
V, each flanking the other, and 400 yards apart. The third was that 
of an ordinary indented line of parapet and ditch. 


The advantage of the second plan over the last named was that it 
exposed an attacking force to a direct, cross and flanking fire almost 
eas deadly as that from a continuous line of fortifications, while at the 
same time it gave full space to make a sally in good order and line 
at the moment the attacking column should break or falter, and by a 
vigorous charge in flank to turn their hesitation into a route, or even 
to cut them off from their main body. 

The disadvantage of the plan was that it required strong reserves 
at every open space to make sure of holding it against a determined 
advance, and those troops would have little or no protection against 
artillery, and the long-range rifles of the enemy sharp-shooters. 


It being understood that the first plan was discarded from con- - 
sideration, in viewing the other two they were to be judged according 
to the probable nature of the expected attack. If the assailing force 
came without a. siege train, relying upon the bayonet then the series 
of detached lunettes was to be preferred; but if the attack was to be 
made by a largely superior force, well supplied with breaching artillery 
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Port Hudson 7 
and prepared to carry out the regular operation of x» siege, the con- 
tinuous line of parapet was indispensable. 


The plan of detached works was the one dad: ided upon, and the first 

lunette was thrown up cn the Baton Rouge road, four miles below Port 
Hudson. The engineers proposed to construct a line of them from the 
river below to a point on Sandy creek back of the town. From that 
point to the river above Port Hudson, about a mile and a haif, was theu 
a dense growth of timber, over precipitous ridges and broken gorges, 
ending in a swamp which is always overflowed during high water. The 
natural advantage of this tract, to be increased by felling trees in the 
ravines so as to form a battis, were considered sufficient to allow of 
its being held by a line of infantry. Seven of these luneties were at 
once built, commanding the Baton Rouge road, and others were marked 
Gut on all the fields through which this line of defence was to pass, 


This line would have been eight miles in length and according to 
military rule would have required for its defence a force of 28,000 men, 
with a reserve of 7,000, making a garrison 35,000 strong, with at least 
70 pieces of artillery. It is not surprising therefore, that this system 
was soon abandoned as impracticable. 


New SYSTEM OF DEFENCE | 


A change of commanders placed Brigadier General W. N. R. Beall in 
charge of Port Hudson, greatly to the satsifaction of the forees there. 
A gallant officer, of the state of Arkansas, he brought with him the 
advantages of a military education at West Point and an honorable 
reputation as a soldier. 


A different system of defence was at once decided upon and the 
work commenced. This was the continuous indented or angular line 
of parapet and ditch, on a much more contracted scope. A line was sur- 
veyed, commencing about two miles and a half below Port Hudson, de- 
scribing a slight curve to a point on Sandy creek, a mile back of the 
town. For about three-quarters of a mile from the river the line crossed 
e broken series of ridges, plateaus and ravines, taking advantage of 
high ground.in some places and in others extending down a steep de- 
clivity; for the next mile and a quarter it traversed Gibbon’s and Slaugh- 
ter’s fields where a wide level plain seemed formed on purpose for a 
battlefield; another quarter of a mile carried it through deep and 
irregular gullies, and for three-quarters of a mile more it led through 
fields and over hills to a deep gorge, in the bosom of which lay Sandy 
ereek. From thence to the river was about a mile anda half, 


This was a line four miles and a half long, which, according to 7} 
military writers, required 15,000 men to hold, with a reserve of from 
three to five thousand. As there can be no doubt but that the standard 
authors on military engineering are infallible, the fact that it was after- 
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wards held by Gen. Gardner with one-fourth or one-fifth. that number 
of troops plainly proves that he committed a great military crime. 


PROGRESS OF THE WORK 


Work was commenced on this construction and it lingered on 
through the summer and fall. Whether or not the best and strongest 
works could have been built during the nine months which elapsed 
from the occupation until the investment by Gen. Banks, is.an open 
question. Suffice it to say that the breastworks thrown up were the 
smallest and weakest allowable in engineering, made in the roughest 
manner and reveted with fence rails, which are the prettiest things to 
knock splinters out of with a Parrott shot: that can be contrived. A 
small force of negroes were kept at work on the line in a desultory man- 
ner for several months, and then soldiers were called to help. A rifle 
was much more popular than a spade with volunteers, and when Gen. 
Banks threatened an attack, about the 10th of March, the work was 
still unfinished.- Some little activity now became manifest so that when 
the siege really commenced, in May, the line was close on to completion. 


THE ESSEX 


Soon after the occupation of Port Hudson. the gloomy looking -Es- 
sex floated down opposite to us, like a war-horse snuffing the air of 
battle from afar. The water batteries were in process of excavation, 
and when she came in sight there was such a scampering of the negro 
laborers as furnished rare sport among the troops. After lying in sight 
for some time she apparently failed to perceive any warlike signs on 
the towering bluffs, and went up the river again. Had she remained, 
and shelled the heights, it would have given the soldiers all the work 
of building the batteries, as the negroes would not have stood the fire. 


When Gen. Beall took command he ordered detachments of light 
artillery to the river with instructions for them to fire on every boat 
that passed. The only one they had a chance to fire at was the Anglo- 
American, as she went up, and four or five shots were put in her. The 
issex now got ready. to go down, and taking the Anglo-American on her 
starboard side, ran past at 4 o’clock in the morning. Besides a few 
field pieces we opened on her with two 42-pounders and a 20-pounder 
Parrott which had just arrived, though without expectation of injuring 
the iron-clad. She replied to our fire, killing one of our horses, and as 
our guns ceased firing as she passed out of their respective range, our 
gunners Were not surprised afterwards to read that she “silenced every 
fun one after another,” nor did they regret to learn that they were sup- 
posed to have had “thirty-four heavy guns.” Everything is fair, they 
say, in love and war. Flights of.fancy are legitimate in the former, 
why not should they be in the latter? 
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THE RIVER BATTERIES 


‘ During the fall and winter heavy guns for the river defence oc- 
casionally arrived, after long and tedious journeys across the country, 
and they were severally placed in position. The selection of the sites 
for these batteries was another subject of discussion and one of great 
importance, as affecting the strength of the position. Different opinions 
were held, and the locations of the batteries were more than once 
changed. Were they to be’ casemated or open works? Were they to 
be all located on the highest parts of the bluff, or some of them to be 
placed at the water’s edge? Were they to be grouped together or plant- 
ed at long intervals apart? 


The proposal to casemate, or cover them, was readily objected to, 
for the partial protection it affords the gunners from descending mortar 
shells is not a compensation for its many disadvantages, while the ma- 
terial was not at hand with which to construct proper and durable case- 
mates. The casemate and barbette controversy is no new one in 
engineering, and it will not be ventilated here. 


The question of the advantage of water batteries, i. e., batteries on 
a level with the water, is an important one, yet undecided. While a 
gun fired from an elevation has the advantage of a plunging shot, with a 
chance of reaching a vulnerable part of a ship, it has less chances of 
striking its object than a riccochet shot from a gun at the water’s edge, 
which must reach any object in its line of fire and range. A vessel can 
run under a gun at high elevation and ride harmlessly where every shot 
must pass over her. But a water battery is subject to receive broad- 
sides of grape and canister, sufficient, under some circumstances, to 
kill every man at the guns. 


Whether it is more effective to cluster the guns together for a con- 
centrated fire, or to have them far apart and thereby commanding a 
greater stretch of river, is another open question. The latter system 
was the one chosen at Vicksburg, and at first carried out by the engi- 
neers at Port Hudson. They were also in favor of gaining all the 
advantages of a low riccochet, and a three-pit battery was constructed 
at the water’s edge, and two other batteries dug at a heighth of from 
fifty to sixty feet, being below the top of the bluff. 


THE NUMBER OF HEAVY GUNS 


Most of the guns:‘that arrived were old-fashined ordnance. There 
were 4 couple of 42-pounders, a couple of 32-pounders and a couple of 
24-pounders, all smooth bore, with one 8-inch sea-coast howitzer. None 
of them had breech sights, and they were but a poor armament for a 
place that was to be cannonaded by over 100 guns of the most improved 
make. There came a couple of Parrott guns, a 30- and a 20-pounder, 
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which had been captured in Virginia, one of them a present to Miles’s 
Legion from President Davis, but they were of the carliest pattern. A 
rifled 32-pounder and some rifled 24s came afterwards, and finally we 
managed to obtain one 10-inch and one 8-inch columbiad. At the time 
of the investment of the place there were but 19 heavy guns at Port 
Hudson, classified as follows: 10-inch columbiads, 2; 8-inch columbiads, 
1; 8-inch howitzer, 1; rifled 32-pounder, 1; rifled 24-pounders, 5; 30- 
pounder Parrott, 1; 20-pounder Parrott, 1; smooth bore 42s, 32s and 
24s, two cach; and one 12-pounder rifled piece—giving a weight of 
metal of 770 pounds, not equal to a single broadside of the Hartford, 
Richmond or Mississippi. 


SPIES AND THEIR VISITS 


After the Essex passed down, and it was known positively that the 
Confederates were engaged in fortifying the bluffs of Port Hudson, it 
becaine a matter of moment to the enemy to know the extent and na- 
ture of the defences under construction and the number of troops col- 
lected at that place. It was not a very difficult undertaking to get in and 
out of the lines. Although it had become a military post, it was siul 
a port of some commercial importance. Considerable quantities of sugar 
were ferried across the river on flats to be shipped on the Clinton rail- 
road, and thence hauled by ox teams to the Jackson [Miss.] railroad; 
salt was brought from St. Mary’s parish to take the saine route, and 
tobacco came from Virginia in the opposite direction to make part of the 
exchange. Speculators, almost exclusively the children of Israel, were 
constantly passing in and out, and the gates of travel were not ‘shut 
against peddlers and sojourners. The friends and relatives of soldiers 
were continually in and around the camp, so that it was not considered 
suspicious to see strange faces watching the progress of our works. 


One pleasant morning two ladies crossed over on the ferry flat 
from the Pointe Coupee shore and directed their steps immediately to 
the office of the provost marshal. The elder of the twain was dressed 
in deep mourning, but with due regard to a display of elegance. _The 
younger disported herself in attire more suited to a fashionable eve- 
ning promenade than for traveling, while her countenance, glowing 
with natural and artificial colors, and radiant with smiles, rivalled 
the gorgeousness of her costume. After such a lapse of time, speaking 
calmly and dispassionately, she can be said to have been “gotten up 
regardless of expense.” As the folds of her dress were lost to sight 
within envious walls of the provost marshal’s building, a tall, stern- 
featured soldier from the piney woods turned slowly away, and after 
delivering himself of a long-drawn sigh, exclaimed, with an earnest- 
ness of tone that showed it came from the inmost recesses of his heart, 
“Oh! Aren’t she a screamer, though!” 


With all the ease and nonchalence of one experienced in the world 
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the younger lady introduced herself and her venerated parent as refu- 
gees from New Orleans. Their tale of wrong and oppression, of in- 
dividual sufferings and of hair-breadth escapes, was not soon told, 
though delivered with a geraphie skill and rapidity of utterance which 
proved the relator to possess rare conversational powers. Minutes 
lengthened into hours and hours rolled by unheeded by the constantly 
increasing auditory, whose sympathies were so keenly enlisted that 
some of the younger and more impressible were ready to saddle their 
horses and start off at a hard gallop, resolved to avenge that fair crea- 
ture or return nevermore. Mother and daughter expressed themselves 
anxious to go on and visit a son and husband, who they asserted, was 
battling for their beloved cause on a distant field of glory, but yet such 
was their fatigue they would be compelied to remain a few days in Port 
Hudson to rest. Escorted by gallant young officers, who exerted them- 
selves to render the stay of their fair visitors as interesting as possible, 
they saw all the works then in progress, as well as the different camps, 
where, at dress parade, the number of troops could be readily ascertain- 
ed by a looker-on. The ladies were charmingly ignorant about artillery 
and fortifications and after obtaining an accurate explanation of every- 
thing they saw, would protest that it was such an intricate sunject and 
there were so many technical terms necessary they really could not see 
how any one could ever understand such things. “Now do tell me, how 
far can this thing shoot?” asked the younger one of her chaperone. The 
officer carefully explained the range of the gun up and down the river. 
“And it don’t fire any further than that tree?” asked his attentive listen- 
er. » That is its extreme range,” he answered, “at least for the highest 
elevation we can give it her.” “You don’t say so,” she responded, with 
the merriest little laugh in the world; “I ama perfect child in such mat- 
ters; why I would have thought it could shoot five times as far,” 


”? 


But when another day had passed, the ‘maid of the radiant smiles” 
and her mother had departed, bound, so they said, for Jackson, Miss., 
leaving a cloud of sadness, perhaps, over a heart or two. The presence 
of such charming visitors are green oases in the desert of a soldier's 
life, and their absence was still being mourned when it was learned 
that, instead of going to Jackson, Miss., they had made-their way with- 
out loss of time back to New Orleans, via Madisonville and Lake Pont- 
chartrain. ‘The fact was not generally known, however, and those who 
had so generously and assiduously helped the visitors to obtain the 
particulars they came to seek, hugged to their bosoms that good old 
motto which consolingly says: “Least said soonest mended.” 


PROVISIONING FOR A SIEGE 


During the fall the landing at Port Hudson presented quite an ac- 
tive, business-like appearance. Steamboats were there nearly all the 
time, and provisions came in by them from Red river and from the river 
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parishes between that place and Vicksburg. A numerous class of specu- 
lators were dealing heavily in sugar and molasses, reagrding which 
there had grown up almost a mania with a certain class of men. The 
most extravagant ideas: were afloat on the subject, and men came 
to Port Hudson with wildly-rolling eyes and feverish hands who were 
continually making calculations in little memorandum books throughout 
the day, while at night they groaned unquietly with the hogsheads of a 
nightmare mercilessly rolling over them. The transportation of sugar 


to the Atlantic states was so different, costly and precarious as to war- 
rant the charging of immense profits by the successful few who got 
their stores through, while the balance asserted that men high in mili- 
tary position in the department were more interested in their share of 
sugar speculation than in provisioning Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 
Such allegations never had reference to the authorities at Port Hudson, 
but were directed against higher game. 


It certainly seems that large stores of provisions might have been 
collected at Port Hudson and Vicksburg in the summer and fall of 1862, 
while the river was open to us between those two points, and steam- 
boats were running there. It may be thought that to criticize past 
events is easier than to foresce and provide for the future. But the 
necessity of having provisions stored up at Port Hudson in large quanti- 
ties was foreseen by many and strenuously urged upon the attention 
of the authorities. Soon after the occupation Mr. H. C. Miller, who was 
not only holding the position of provost marshal, but displayed» his 
energy and capacity in other important channels, proposed to build im- 
mediately a number of warehouses where twelve month’s rations for a 
considerable force could be stored. Mr. Miller’s ideas were excellent, 
but, fresh from private life, he was not aware of the existance of red 
tape, which has strangled the throat of many a well-planned campaign. 


To an outsider it would seem the most natural thing in the world 
for commissaries from Port Hudson to buy meat and corn wherever it 
was found most convenient, bring it in, store it away and report the 
saine to the chief commissary, with their vouchers. Nothing of the kind, 
Such a thing would be interfering with the rights, privileges and im- 
munities of department headquarters, which, reposing in a comfortable 
arm-chair more than a hundred and fifty miles distant, preferred to con- 
trol all the minutae of its manifold duties, saying, with a complacent 
smile to every subordinate locality: “Rest tranquil—we know your 
wants, your danger, the peculiarity of your respective positions better 
than you do yourselves. Everything shall be attended to in time, sir, in 
time. But it must be done in the regular form, sir, in the regular form. 
Better for the cause to suffer, sir, than for the regulations to be in- 
fringed.” 
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A NARROW ESCAPE 


Port Hudson did, indeed, have a narrow escape of being provisioned 
in the fall of last year. A gentleman who had not studied the army 
regulations better than his Bible, but who has proved himself a gallant 
soldier and capable officer, nevertheless—Col. W. R. Miles—during one 
of the many mutations of office, found himself in command of the post. 
Not having the fear of red tape before his eyes, he determined to make 
good use of the brief period of his temporary authority, by sending out 
agents to scour the country for provisions, build store houses to receive 
them, and then allow all the opprobrium and pecuniary responsibility 
of such audacity to fall upon his own broad shoulders. His authority, 
however, was interrupted sooner than expected, and Port Hudson was 
saved the disgrace of being provisioned in any other way than the regu- 
lar, good old-fashioned, dilatory way. 


Proper warehouses for the protection of corn and meat never were 
built. Whole boatloads of corn have laid for days and nights on the 
landing until it became musty. A large cargo of salted pork was ruined 
trom being packed down in the hold of the steamboat in a manner which 
any butcher or packer would have known must have caused it to spoil. 
Another large quantity of pork was salted down so carelessly it had 
to be issued out in a hurry to the not over-particular soldiers, to prevent 
its being a complete loss. Corn was stored in open sheds, without proper 
protection from the weather, and a great deal of that issued out was 
so musty and sour it brought sickness among the troops. 


‘Without any spirit of useless fault-finding there is neither necessity 
nor policy in concealing from any one the fact that the commissary de- 
partment was grossly mismanaged from first to last. The soldiers saw 
Lut suffered in silence as they ever have done in the Confederate army 
and ever will. Under-officers sometimes complained, but met with no 
encouragement to complain again. Where the blame should individually 
rest is difficult to say amongst a number who were continually evading 
or shifting the censure; but one thing is certain, that if there had been 
less thought of personal comfort and more remembrance of the neces- 
sities of the soldiers, it would have been more to the credit of the 
commissary department, and better for the Confederate cause. 


It was frequently remarked, and by officers of high grade and mili- 
tary ability: “If Port Hudson falls, we will have to thank the commis- 
sary department for it.” Port Hudson has fallen. True, the want of 
provisions was not the cause of its surrender. Having held it as long 
as duty required, having kept Gen. Banks’ whole army closely engaged 
for seven weeks, after Vicksburg had capitulated Gen. Gardner made 
the surrender simply because, having attained all the purposes requried, 
he would no longer continue the sufferings of the brave soldiers whose 
obstinate courage had held the place under such great disadvantages, 
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nor sacrifice more lives when a continued resistance would not have 
altered the result of the siege, nor gained advantage to the cause. But 
Port Hudson was intended to have been garrisoned by 20,000 men, and 
had not four of the five brigades stationed there been sent off to the 
assistance of Gen. Pemberton early in May, the place would have becn 
starved out before Vicksburg fell. And even as it was the ration was 
sc much reduced even for the lessened number of mouths, particularly 
during the latter part of the siege, that it was not sufficient in quantity, 
por was it sufficient in quality, to support men who were undergoing 
such extraordinary exertion. 


THE HEAVY ARTILLERY 


Two heavy artillery corps were sent to Port Hudson to manage the 
guns, and afterwards a battalion of light artillery, which had no field 
battery, was added to this service. The first to arrive was de Gournay’s 
battalion, which had seen service in Virginia. It was composed of four 
companies, one other being left on duty in the rocket service near 
Richmond. Two of these companies were composed of the old battalion 
of Zouaves recruited in New Orleans in March, 1861, of which Lieut. 
Col. P. F. de Gournay was then a captain. A hardy and well-drilled body 
of men, they had seen much service in Yorktown, Va., and in the seven 
Gays fighting around Richmond, their commander having been promoted 
from the rank of major to that of leutenant colonel for gallant and 
meritorious service. 


After the exchange of prisoners at Vicksburg the First regiment of 
Alabama yolunteers, which had been experiencing for many long months 
one of the most disagreeable features of war, a forced captivity, came 
to Port Hudson. Several companies of this regiment were well trained 
as heavy artillerists, and part of the guns were placed in their charge, 
with the balance of the regiment acting as an infantry support. They 
had, in Col. G..W. Steadman, an officer of rare ability, who afterwards 
distinguished himself during the siege by his skilful conduct of the 
defence of the left wing on the land side. 


The light artillery battalion, which was afterwards consolidated 
with Lieut. Colonel de Gournay’s command, and served with great cour- 
age and devotion, was composed of three companies from the State of 
Tennessee, under the respective commands of Captains J. A. Fisher, 
Sparkman:and Waller. The two latter officers were killed during the 
siege, while in the active and fearless discharge of their duty. 


Most of the batteries originally built having been decided against 
for different faults, the artillerists went to work to build their own bat- 
teries, and the new positions were now selected on the highest ground. 
In the three-pit water battery only one gun was placed, a 32-pounder 
rifled piece, and that was taken out and mounted in a battery on the 
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bluff before it ever fired at an enemy. A small and. contracted battery, 
reveted with wicker-work, which was also near the water’s edge, was 
soon afterward abandoned in favor of the top of the bluff. The artil- 
lerists took much pains with their work, naturally feeling a pride in 
having their own batteries as strong and neatly made as possible. No 
gabions or sandbags were made use of, the parapets being formed en- 
tirely of earth, well pounded and reveted with green sods. 


GENERAL GARDNER TAKES COMMAND 


On the 27th of December, an officer of fine, commanding appearance 
quietly stepped off the cars on their arrival from Clinton, and finding 
no one who seemed to know him, he enquired the way to Gen. Beall’s 
headquarters. Being properly directed, he started off on foot, and 
finally announced himself as Major General Frank Gardner, who had 
been sent to take command of the place. Although his appointment 
was well known at headquarters, his arrival on that day had not been 
expected, and preparations had not been made to receive him. Few, 
therefore, of the soldiers standing around the cars knew that the of- 
ficer whose personal appearance had attracted their attention was to be 
their commander, nor did many of them discover it until he rode around 
to examine the lines, accompanied by Brig. Gen. Beall and his staff. 


Although individually unknown to the troops, the first appearance 
of Gen. Gardner impressed them favorably, and he was at once popular. 
This may be thought to be an affair of trivial moment by the unmilitary 
reader hardly worth the record, but is not by any means. Human nature 
is capricious, and likes and dislikes are readily conceived by soldiers 
of an officer, who will often fail or succeed according to the esteem and 
confidence he enjoys with his command, First impressions are apt to 
be lasting, and the first impression a general creates upon assuming a 
command usually continues. Jt was well that Gen. Gardner was popu- 
lar at first sight, for his hold upon the confidence and good will of his 
men steadily increased and was one of the great influences which re- 
sulted in holding Port Hudson so long. 


On the succeeding day, the 28th of December, Gen. Gardner assumed 
the command of the post, and he consumed the whole day in making a 
minute inspection of the place. He was at once seen to be a man of 
keen observation, a quick and practiced eye, frank and outspoken in-all 
his comments, of a rapid delivery, always talking practically and direct- 
ly to the point, and more than all, and able military engineer. And this 
was the exact point in which Port Hudson had hitherto suffered—a 
paucity of engineering skill. All the professional military engineers in 
the Confederate army holding commissions of high grade, with com- 
mands in the field, that branch of the profession of arms which used 
te be the pick of the whole army, and which has furnished most of the 
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celebrated generals in the present war, is mostly occupied by gentlemen 
who were civil engineers and draughtsmen. Not that they are now to 
be disparaged, for many of them have exhibited rare zeal and talent, 
and are usually equal to their duties, which are peculiarly dangerous 
and responsivle. But Port Hudson, in her early times, had not been 
blessed with the most brilliant engineering genius, and it was well for 
her that this should not last always. 


CONSEQUENCES OF THE CHARGE 


Certain changes Gen. Gardner immediately ordered, particularly as 
regarded subjects of engineering skill. The whole system of the river 
defence was altered so as to cluster the heaviest guns together, and 
bring them all within a more contracted scope, which enabled them 
to deliver a more concentrated fire, as well as to support each other 
with more effect. Evidences of awakened energy were seen on every 
side, and the spirit of the troops never was at a higher pitch. 


The appointment of an officer of Gen. Gardner’s standing and ability 
was considered to be a recognition of the importance of the position 
and was received by the troops as an indication that Port Hudson was 
to be permanently held. It must not be supposed, however, that the 
preceding commander, Brig. Gen. Beall, had not been esteemed and 
respected. He was a thorough soldier, knew his men well, and they 
had every confidence in him. During the siege he not only inspirited 
the men at their most exposed positions, but he was assiduous in his 
visits of consolation to the sick and wounded. Gen. Beall was eminently 
a Christian soldier. 


In only one thing were the troops disappointed after the assump- 
tion of command by Gen. Gardner. They expected him to lead them 
forth from their camps and close confinement to bivouac in the open 
ficlds and the pleasant woods, and either to storm the then fortified 
position of Paton Rouge,.or to keep its garrison in continual alarm and 
expectation of attack, at least preventing them from showing themselves 
outside the works. A week before Gen. Gardner came to Port Hudson 
Banks’s army had landed at Baton Rouge, reoccupying and fortifying 
the city. 


Weeks of vain expectation passed by and the policy of inactivity 
was found to be the dominant one. Nor was General Gardner blamed 
for it, as it was generally believed that a jealous power at the head- 
quarters of the department would leave no active operations to any 
subordinate officer nor undertake them himself, preferring to let the 
enemery select his own time and circumstances for attacking. Whether 
this belief was correct is unknown to the writer, but it has every 
probability of truth, when it-was notorious that the most important mat- 
ters of current business had to be sent on to Jackson for the inspection 
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and approval of an officer too far removed to be able to judge them 
correctly, thereby causing vextatious delays, by which not Onny Be 
troops but the cause suffered. 


ae ye dG S nce 


During the months of January and February troops arrived in con- 
siderable number. Three brigades were formed; one given to Gen. 
Beall, composed principally of troops from his own State (Arkansas), 
and the other commands were assumed by Brig. Gens. S. B. Maxey and 
John Gregg, of Texas. In March another brigade arrived, commanded 
by Brig. Gen. Rust. The enemy finally exhibited signs of activity, and 
about the 10th of March it became known that Gen. Banks would 
make a demonstration of some kind. He did move out of Baton Rouge 
on the 12th, and approached us with his whole force. It was confidently 
expected that he would attack us with some vigor, and our ae 
were accordingly made on the 13th. 


Gen. Gregg held the right of our line of entrenchments, Gen. Maxey 
the center and: Gen. Beall the left. Gen. Rust’s brigade was in advance, 
and the plan was for him to engage the enemy a short distance in front 
of our works, draw him upon them so as to fully commit him to an as- 
sault, and when his columns were repulsed and in disorber to move our 
right and left brigade out, taking him on both flanks, while Gen. Maxey 
attacked in front, supported by Gen. Rust, who was to have retired 
inside the works and acted as a reserve after he had drawn the enemy 
up. 


On the afternoon and during the night of the 14th Rust’s bridgade, 
in the woods before our lines, felt the enemy’s advance and tried, but in 
vain, to draw him on, because Gen. Banks had no intention of fighting 
unless we came out to seek him. Rust perceived this and sent in word 
of his belief of this fact, requesting permission to make his way around 
to Banks’s right flank and rear, while the balance of the troops sallied 
forth and attacked in front, expressing perfect confidence in his ability 
to throw them upon our line and rout them. This permission was re- 
fused; the troops were disheartened, but did not blame Gen. Gardner, 
for reasons previously given in this sketch. 


THE NAVAL ATTACK 


The fleet, however, were no way backward about coming up to the 
attack. At 10 o’clock on the night of the 14th they steamed quietly up 
from their anchorage, which was just below the range of our guns, 
and had got nearly up to our lower battery when we discovered them. 
Capt. Youngblood’s signal men, on the opposite side of the river, were 
the first to see them, and sent up a rocket to warn the batteries of their 
approach. At the same time an infantry picket on the river bank dis- 
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charged their muskets. As soon as they found their approach discov- 
ered a couple of rockets were sent up from the deck of the Hartford, 
which was a notification for the mortar fleet, lying quietly below, to 
open fire. As soon as they did so the fleet commenced pouring their 
broadsides into the old batteries we had formerly occupied, but which 
were then abandoned, showing us that they had been careful to get in- 
formation concerning our works, and took advantage of it, though from 
not having late advices the previous quotations misled them into wrong 
investments of iron. 


Our gunners did not become excited by the deafening roar that re- 
verberated from bank to bank, and rolled up and down the river, strange- 
ly mingling the sharp reports into one thundering sound, but waited 
until the fleet should get fairly opposite the lower batteries. Colonel 
de Gournay, commanding the left wing of the river batteries, fired the 
first gun, which was the signal for the others to commence work. He 
burst a shell on the deck of the Mississippi, just abaft the wheel-house, 
which lighted up her whole deck, from the wheel-house to the stern 
of the vessel. 


The fire now became general, and the ships, instead of firing by 
broadsides, discharged their guns as fast as each could be loaded. Find- 
ing that no firing was returned from the old batteries they had first at- 
tacked, they turned their attention to those points where the flash of 
cur guns revealed their position. There was an advantage and a disad- 
cantage in the ships being below us. They could see our batteries clear- 
ly marked out against the dark sky, but unless their shots entered an 
embrasure or struck the top of the parapet they would fly harmlessly 
overhead. Our gunners had the advantage of being able to throw plung- 
ing shots into them, but there was so little light given from the stars, 
and their vessels were moving about in so erratic a manner, it was 
very difficult to get a good aim. 

While on board the boats they fired with friction primers, giving 
only one flash of light to each discharge, our poorer friction primers 
would not explode, and they were finally abandoned at every gun, and 
the slow match used. As the burning match was raised to the vent of 
the gun, and the priming powder flashed up, it gave an excellent chance 
for the gunners on the fleet to get a good aim at our pieces, and fire 
almost simultaneously, an opportunity we found many of them taking 
advantage of. 

With our guns removed so far from each other there could be no 
concert of action nor concentration of fire on any one ship. Lieut. Col. 
Marshall J. Smith, chief of artillery, was at the columbiad battery, near 
the center of the line; Col. Steadman was at his Alabama batteries, 
on the right, and Lieut. Col. de Gournay moved from one to another of 
his batteries on the left wing, directing and supervising the gunnery. 
There was also in the flight, and doing a lion’s share, the Parrott gun of 
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Miles’s Legion, which was fought by Leout. J. Watts Kearney, with a 
detachment from his company. The Hartford, with the Albatross lashed 
on her opposite side, made her way straight up stream, and did not 
appear to get her whole share of the hard knocks, the Richmond, show- 
ing signs of being crippled, and the Mississippi getting aground, attract- 
ing more attention. The Richmond, after running in under the bluffs, 
drifted around in apparently an unmanageable condition and floated 
down stream. The Genessee, Monongahela and Kinneo, badly used up, 
retired from the conflict as-best they could, one of them silenced and 
seemingly drifting down in a crippled condition. 


The Mississippi was lying across the river, opposite the center of 
cur crescent line of batteries, with her full broadside to us, and was 
supposed by us to have delberately taken up that position with the 
intention to remain there untl “somebody got hurt.’ When fire broke 
out from her hatchway forward she presented the first good mark we 
had had to aim at, and the concentrated fire upon her became terrific 
until she was wrapped in flames. A number of her crew, who got 
ashore in boats, surrender to a detachment of our cavalry on the Pointe 
Coupee shore, and were brought over during the day. 


The attack was a bold one and its disastrous failure was not at- 
tributed to any want of courage or skill on the part of the fleet, so far 
as we could observe. The enemy had a broadside fire of more than 
fifty guns, most of them of the heaviest calibre and most improved 
fashion. We had eighteen guns, with a weight of metal one-third that 
of theirs. There were indsiputable advantages on our side as there 
were also on theirs. The fight settled one question—that Port Hudson 
could not be taken by water. 


The mortar fleet kept up a continuous rain of bomb shells upon 
our batteries, which, in the absorbing. duties and interest of the fight 
with the ships in front of us, were totally unheeded. Not one of them 
entered a battery nor injured a man. We had one lieutenant slightly 
wounded in the arm and a private wounded in the foot, both of them 
by pieces of exploding shells from the fleet. These were our entire 
casualties. Not a gun was struck or injured in any way. Shot, shell 
an grape had entered the parapets .in many places, burying themselves 
safely out of harm’s way. We had looked for our old friend, the Essex, 
among the fleet, but she did not come up. It was reported that her 
non-appearance was owing to the fact that she had become too cranky 
to stand her own broadside. 

After Gen. Banks returned to Baton Rouge and commenced his cam- 
paign against Gen. Taylor, the same inactive policy remained in force 
at Port Hudson. There were chances of crossing troops over the 
river and striking blows which might have altered the aspect of affairs 
in Louisiana; but every golden opportunity was allowed to pass by 
unheeded. 
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‘It was determined upon to build four square redoubts inside of and 
commanding the line of fortification. : These works were surveyed and 
some earth was thrown up, but they were never brought near enough 
to completion to be of any service during the siege. 


The necessity of obtaining a store of provisions now became more 
apparent, forage, particularly, becoming scare. But little could be had 
from the opposite side of the river on account of Banks’s invasion, and, 
to increase the difficulty in that quarter, some of Gen. Dudley’s cavalry 
came up the Pointe Coupee shore and burned a small steamboat we had 
on False river. 


THE GRIERSON RAID 


We were collecting a large lot of corn in Mississippi, but transporta- 
tion was scarcely to be had, and when we were ready to commence 
bringing it down, the Grierson raid was announced, and orders were sent 
to let it remain where it was lest it be discovered on its way and de- 
stroyed. The course of Grierson’s cavalry is well known now, and it 
will not be recapitulated, nor the devastation and pillage that marked 
its way. The most conflicting and unreliable reports daily came to 
Gen. Gardner of the route which Grierson was taking, and there were 
so many avenues of escape that it was no easy matter to intercept 
him. At any point on the Mississippi “fiver his command could be 
ferried over by Federal gunboats or transports, or he could strike for 
Pearl river, or else he could make his way either to Pass Manchac or 
Baton Rouge. The most probable plan seeming to be that of striking 
the Mississippi river, nearly all the cavalry at Port Hudson was sent 
up through Woodville to Liberty, with orders to attack wherever they 
could find the enemy. i 


a -.Grierson made a movement toward Liberty, and our cavalry formed 
their line of battle and waited, for his attack. This violation of Gen. 
Gardner’s orders enabled Grierson to get a long start on a new track, 
heading for Greensburg, on the Baton Rouge and Tangipahoa road. 
When it was learned at Port Hudson that Grierson had escaped our 
cavalry, two regiments of infantry and a section of artillery were dis- 
patched to occupy the Tangipahoa and Baton Rouge road, and inter- 
cept him should he try to get in that way. At night they halted and 
bivouacked within eight miles of the bridge they were ordered to seize 
and hold, , 

At Greensburg Grierson’s column was ambuscaded. by a company 
of Wingfield’s cavalry and he lost a lieutenant colonel, major and 
some others. News of this affair, and of the route they were taking, 
reached Gen. Gardner late in the evening, and he at once dispatched a 
courier to our infantry with orders, in case they had not reached their 
destination that night, to proceed there without loss.of time. This 
dispatch failed to reach its destination, and Grierson’s whole column 
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crossed the bridge at daylight, within a. few miles of our approaching 
infantry, and got safely into Baton Rouge. 


Port HUDSON ORDERED TO BE EVACUATED 


Events now began to thicken in the department. The enemy, having 
successfully passed a fleet by the Vicksburg batteries, were enabled to 
cross over an army from the opposite bank and threaten Vicksburg 
from the lower side, its most vulnerable part. Gen. Joseph E. Johnston 
had come to Jackson to look after affairs in our quarter, and the 
order came to evacuate Port Hudson and send its garrison to the as- 
sistance of Jackson and Vicksburg. Rusts’s and Buford’s brigades were 
sent off on the 4th of May, Gregg’s brigade followed on the 5th, and 
Maxey’s brigade took up its line of march on the 8th. Miles’s Legion 
was the next to follow, and finally Gen. Gardner left the place with 
his staff. ‘The only troops now remaining were Beall’s brigade and the 
heavy artillery. These movements were not made without information 
quickly reaching the enemy, and in the hope of capturing our rear guard, 
or, at least, preventing destruction of our works and heavy guns, a rapid 
advance on the place was commenced. Gen. Gardner had not got be- 
yond Clinton, La., when he learned that Gen. Augur had left Baton 
Rouge with his division to attack Port Hudson, and that Gen. Banks, 
instantly abandoning his Louisiana campaign, was approaching the 
Mississippi river at Bayou Sara by forced marches. 


Whether it would be best to order the immediate withdrawal of 
Gen. Beall’s brigade from Port Hudson, leaving everything there to 
fall into the enemy’s hands, or to return himself and with his reduced 
command to hold the position as long as possible, was a’ question readily 
decided by Gen. Gardner, and his re-entrance into thd place was hailed 
with every demonstration of delight by- the troops there. He dispatched 
Col. Miles to return at once with his Legion, and preparations were im- 
mediately made to withstand a siege. Some provisions were now ob- 
tained from the opposite side of the river, and in presence.of the fleet 
above and below us, three hundred head of beef, four hundred head of 
sheep and four hundred bushels of corn crossed the river to Port 
Hudson up to the night of the 21st of May, when the place was finally 
closed on all sides. The Eleventh Arkansas regiment, Col. J. L. Logan, 
were mounted to act as cavalry and serve outside in harrassing the 
rear of an investing force. 


THE MorrarR BOATS OPEN FIRE 


But the fleet commenced operations in advance of the land forces. 
On the morning of the Sth of May their mortar boats were brought up 
to a position on the left bank, about four and a half miles below the 
town of Port Hudson, and at 2 o’clock in the afternoon they opened fre 
for the purpose of getting the range of the river batteries, so as to bom- 
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bard them during the night. These batteries were eleven in ali, num- 
bered from right to left. She shells fell principally around batteries 
10 and 11, which were Lieutenant McDowell’s battery of one 32-pounder 
and Lieutenant Kearney’s Parrott gun. The longest range mortars 
threw some shells up to Lieutenant Rodriguez’s battery (9) of one 8- 
inch howitzer, and a few fell as high up as Capt. Coffin’s battery (8) 
of two rifled 24-pounders. 


During the two hours practice of the mortar boats no damage was 
done to us. At such a distance there could be no accuracy of aim. 
Shells which would come on an exact line with the battery, after making 
two-thirds of their circuit and reaching their highest altitude, would, 
in their rapid descent, almost invarably swerve to the right or left. In 
this way most of them buried themselves in a large ravine back of the 
river bluff, and not a few fell into the river itself. Their momentum 
was tremendous. In striking the ground, even where they fell in a 
roadway which had been hardened by years of travel, they would pene- 
trate at a slight angle to the depth of twelve to fifteen feet, and then 
taking a sheer on their course, would start off on a horizontal line, 
going how far it was impossible to tell. The sturdiest trees, when 
struck, would be riven as if by the lightning, and they did not seem to 
alter the course of the shell or lessen its force. In most cases, after 
burying themselves in the ground, they would explode, uprooting the 
earth like a small volcano, and throwing out pieces of roots and other 
subtances which had probably never seen the light of day before. Under 
such a fire there was no place of shelter, no refuge of safety; one could 
cnly remain at his post and tranquilly await his fate, while the air was 
filled with their rushing and whistling noise, and the fragments of 
broken shells and clods of unheaved earth were flyng about in every 
conceivable direction. No one can “get used” to a bombardment, though 
it will not cause a good soldier to flinch. It has the tendency to make 
a man either a good Christian or a fatalist, according to his early train- 
ing or latent religious belief. 


At 11 o’clock that night the mortar fleet commenced a bombard- 
ment, which it kept up until the 18th of June. Night was the chosen 
time for throwing their shells, which they probably thought would pre- 
vent us from sleeping, but on two oceasions they took a night’s rest 
themselves by substituting the afternoon for their work. But in addi- 
tion to this they frequently shelled us during the day. Their hours for 
cpening and ceasing fire were purposely irregular, so that we could never 
know when to expect them. 


AN ATTACK ON THE FLEET 


As soon as the mortar boats took position, Lieut. Col. de Gournay 
asked permission to take four siege guns down to Troth’s landing and at- 
tack them. On the 9th he was given leave to try what he could do with 
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one 24-pounder, one 20-pounder Parrott, one 12-pounder and one 6-pound- 
or rifled pieces. Thirty rounds of ammunition was allowed for the larger 
guns and fifty for the smaller. That night he took the guns down to 
Troth’s and placed them in position, Capt. L. J. Girard having command 
of one section. 


All but the two outer mortar boats were concealed by a neck of 
woods, but the Essex was lying close up, and the Richmond and a gun- 
boat were at short distance. At 4 o’clock in the morning, by the dim 
light of a half moon, which had just risen over the trees, the fight was 
commenced and continued with great spirit for two hours and a half, 
the mortar boats decreasing their charges so as to burst their shells 
right over and among our guns. At the end of that time we had fired 
away all our ammunition, and soon after we ceased fire the enemy 
followed suit, and both parties quietly gazed at each other, wondering 
whether they had caused any damage. We could see that we had struck 
the Richmond and Essex and the only mortar boats in view, but with 
what effect we could not ascertain. Our loss was one killed and no 
one wounded. None of our guns were injured, and after taking a rest 
we harnessed up our horses and returned with our pieces to Port Hud- 
son. Our weight of metal was not heavy enough to have attacked such 
vessels as the Richmond and Essex, and we could not get a position 
where we could reach the mortar boats with any effect. 


THE BOMBARDMENT 


On the same night occurred the first loss of life from the bomb 
shells. A soldier, standing on the parapet of Battery No. 9, was struck 
about the neck by a descending shell, carrying him, head foremost, 
through the wooden floor of the battery into the ground beneath, leav- 
ing only his feet sticking out. On the afternoon of the 17th of May, a 
bomb shell entered near the crest of a parapet, at the lower part of the 
fortification, burying itself in the ground underneath a spot where four 
men of Col. de Gournay’s command were sitting. The shell, exploding, 
threw them into the air, killing three and wounding the fourth. Two 
other soldiers lost legs by being struck by pieces of bursting shells, and 
this is the entire chapter of casualties caused by forty-three days’ bom- 
bardment. A large extent of ground was torn up, the roads were some- 
iimes made impassable for a while by the holes, and at one time the 
shells fell as high up as Battery No. 4. They fell thickly in one of the 
graveyards, and one shell, entering the graves of the very men who had 
been killed as above related, exploded among the coffins. Another shell 
exploded in the grave of two little children, who had been buried there 
before the occupation of Port Hudson by troops. 

During an afternoon’s bombardment a shell which fell into the river 
exploded under water, and caused such a shock to the fish that seventy 
or eighty rose to the surface and floated there completely stunned. 
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Many of them were of the largest size, and two skiffs quickly put out 
from our shore and both returned loaded down with their piscatorial 
burden. As buffalo and cat-fish were then selling among the soldiers 
at from five to fifty dollars apiece, according to their size, this proved 
to be a valuable haul. The bombardment, during the night, presented 
a beautiful appearance, each shell looking like a bright star rising to 
the zenith in a spasmodic manner; and slowly traversing the dark 
ampitheatre of the sky, steering its strange course among the stars 
until a flash of light would show that it had burst, some time before 
the sound of the explosion reached the ear. Those of the troops who 
were within range of the bomb-shells soon learned to gauge, by a tree 
or post, the flight of the shells, and to foretell where they were going 
te strike, with remarkable correctness. 


- THE FIGHT AT PLAIN’S STORE 


On the 20th of May the approach of Gen. Augur’s division was an- 
nounced by some slight brushes with our cavalry pickets, and the same 
night Gen. Banks commenced crossing the river with his army at Bayou 
Sara. On the 21st Col. Powers, with a body of our calvary, a few com- 
panies of infantry and Abbay’s Mississippi battery of light artillery 
were skirmishing pretty heavily ali the morning, near Plains store with 
Augur’s advance. To relieve Col. Power’s cavalry and enable them ‘to 
get safely away and join, Logan, Gen. Gardner sent an order at noon 
te Col. W. R. Miles to take four hundred men, with a light battery, and 
reconnoitre the enemy.’ This order was promptly obeyed and our in- 
fantry marched out, supported by Boone’s Louisiana battery. Colonel 
Miles threw out two companies on the right, under Major Jas. T. Cole- 
man, and three companies on the left, under Lieut. Col. F. B. Brand. 
Major Coleman, with his two companies, commanded respectively by 
Captains Dejean and J. B. Turner, made a considerable detour through 
the woods, almost unobserved by the enemy. 


There were two pieces of light artillery playing upon us from an 
open field, and these guns were attached by ropes to their horses, for 
the purposes of firing and retiring at alternate intervals. Coming out 
from an epple orchard upon this section, and finding himself upon its 
flank, Major Coleman gallantly ordered his little band to charge and 
take the guns, although it was to be done in face of the whole Federal 
line. The order was splendidly obeyed, under his lead, and with’ a 
shout and a hurrah, our boys had possession of the artillery, and killed, 
wounded or captured ‘the gunners and its support. When they saw the 
charge coming the drivers tried to get off with their guns, but their 
horses were shot down, and from this very fact we could not ourselves 
run them off when we took them. Major Coleman was immediately 
overpowered by a largely superior foree of the enemy, and, although 
he fought stubbornly to hold his prize until support could reach him, 
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he had got too far ahead of the main’ Dody, and had to fall back, after 
suffering heavy loss. ; 


For about on hour the fight i od with much spirit, our men being 
greatly outnumbered. Finding that he was outflanked on both sides 
and likely to be surrounded, Col. Miles sent Lieutenant Harmanson with 
a section to outflank the enemy’s left. This order was so well obeyed 
as to break the movement which was about to encircle our small force, 
and after having picked up and sent from the field all of the wounded 
he had ambulances for, Col. Miles fell back in good order, meeting on 
his return, Gen. Beall, who had gone out to his support in case: he 
should be hard pressed. Without further exchange of shots our troops 
all retired within their entrenchments. 


On that day Colonel Miles reported a loss of 89 in killed, wounded 
and missing. Capt. J. D. Turner and Lieutenant Crawford, of St. Tam- 
many, and Lieutenant J. D. Wilson, of New Orleans, were killed. Lieu- 
tenant Pierson and four men of Abbay’s battery were killed: The gal- 
lantry of Major Coleman received deserved praise, as did also the skill 
end tried courage of Colonel Miles, and the fight was Jooked upon with 
extreme satisfaction by all our troops in garrison. 


GEN. GROVER’S APPROACH 


On the next day Colonel Wingfield’s cavalry commenced skirmish- 
ing with the advance of Bank’s army, which had been rapidly crossing 
the river, and were moving down upon us from Bayou Sara, only thirteen 
miles distant. It had generally been supposed that no attack in force 
would ever be attempted through the swamp above Port Hudson, nor 
through the heavy timber back of the town, through which ran Sandy 
creek. Fortifications had not been erected there, nor were they con- 
sidered necessary. But there were evidences now that an approach 
would be attempted that way, and on the 22nd and 23rd Colonel Wing- 
field’s men were steadily driven back to Sandy creek through almost a 
-pathless forest. But difficult as it had been to get through on foot before 
that, the enemy cut roads to bring up both Rinies and artillery, and by 
daylight of the 24th the now partially cleared forest was alive with 
soldiers, which we understood to be General Grover’s division, making 
their way toward us as fast as the nature of the ground would permit. 
We were also skirmishing over toward the swamp on our extreme left. 

It having become apparent that the enemy preferred to overcome 
the natural obstacles of the woods, rather than the artificial ones in 
the shape of fortifications, Gen. Gardner had sent a good part of his 
forces to his left, giving the command, from the left of our breastworks 
to the river above, to Col. G. W. Steadman, of the First Alabama regi- 
ment, an officer who proved himself fully equal to the responsibility. 
The troops under his command were the Fifteenth Arkansas, Col. Ben. 
Johnson; the Tenth Arkansas, Lieut. Col. Vaughn; First Alabama, Lieu- 
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tenant Colonel M. B. Locke; and Major S. L. Knox; Eighteenth Ar- 
kansas, Lieutenant Col. J. C. Parish; Thirty-ninth Mississippi, Col. W. 
D. Shelby, and Winfield’s cavalry, dismounted, under command of Capt. 
O. P. Amacker, during Col. Wingfield’s illness. The left wing had also 
Herrod’s battery and a section apiece from Bradford’s and the Watson 
battery. Col. Steadman had the kind of officers under him that he 
desired, and, backed up by the zeal and courage of the line, he felt 
confident that he was going to hold his position, although he was equal- 
ly impressed with the belief that he would have to stand the heaviest 
shock of battle. ; 


CLOSING IN 


To make his position securer he had rifle pits hastily thrown up 
on the ridges and spurs of high ground, but the valieys and gorges had 
no such protection. They were principally choked, however, with fal- 
len timber. About noon on the 24th, Gen. Grover’s line was met in the 
woods, in front of where we were throwing up our rifle pits, and heavy 
skirmishing commenced and was kept up until dark without material 
result to either side. Our casualties were very slight. 


Col. Ben Johnson was ordered to occupy a long ridge of ground ex- 
tending out some distance in advance of our line, to check the enemy 
as long as possible. He did check them and continued to do so during 
the whole siege, never giving up his position. On the same day (24th) 
his skirmishers engaged Gen. Grover’s left until dark, with loss of only 
two killed and one wounded. Colonel Steadman brought up a rifled 
24-pounder from one of the river batteries and planted it to sweep a 
ravine near his center, where an old by-road gave good means of ap- 
proach. 

On this day, the 24th, our pickets were engaged on all sides, and 
the place was closely invested. Brig. Gen. Beall, who commanded our 
center, had under his command the following troops: 

Twelfth Arkansas, Col. T. J. Reed; First Arkansas battalion, Lieut. 
Col. Jones; Sixteenth Arkansas, Col. Provence; First Mississippi, Lieut. 
Col. Hamilton and Major Johnston; Twenty-third Arkansas, Col. O. P. 
Lyles and Major Black; and the Forty-ninth Alabama, Major Street, 
with Abby’s battery, two sections of the Watson’s battery and a sec- 
tion of Bradford’s battery. 

Jol. W. R. Miles, commanding the right wing, had the following 
command: 

Miles’s Legion, Lieut. Col. F. B. Brand and Major J. P. Coleman; 
Ninth Louisiana battalion, Capt. Chinn; battalion of troops belonging 
to Maxey’s brigade, temporarily organized under Captain 8S. A. White- 
side; detachment from de Gournay's heavy artillery, acting as infantry, 
under command of Major Anderson Merchant, with Boone’s battery and 
two sections of Roberts’s battery. 
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HEAVY GUNS AT LINES 


. Several heavy guns were moved out to the breastworks. Two 24- 
pounders were placed in position at the railroad track, in charge of 
Captain Waller and Lieutenant James Lahey, and a rifled 24-pounder 
was planted at Slaughter’s field, under the command of Capt. W. N. Cof- 
fin. Capt. Sparkman was placed in charge of two 4-pounder Blakely 
guns. The enemy brought up a few pieces on the evening of the 23rd 
of May, to draw our fire, and thereby learn something about the num- 
ber of our guns, their calibre and range, but on the 24th they opened 
fire on us with several batteries of rifled and Parrott guns. On the 
24th, 25th and 26th the artillery fire was very heavy, assuming the 
character of what has been called, during this war, “artillery duels.” 
Although we had the advantage of breastworks, earthen parapets are 
not near as good protection for guns and gunners as they are for sharp- 
shooters and infantry, as artillery must be exposed more than half, 
and that half is its vulnerable part. Our enemy had a great pre 
ponderence in the number of his guns and in in his weight of metal, 
while the advantage which he possessed in recent improvements in ar- 
tillery, the character of his projectiles and the quality of his gunpowder, 
was not easily calculable. 


During the early period of the siege this advantage told upon us 
with considerable effect in the dismounting of many of our guns and 
the killing and wounding of many of our artillerists. To the Indiana 
regiment of artillery, which had many batteries of Parrott guns, we at- 
tributed the most of our misfortunes. Some of our guns were dismount- 
ed over and over again, the wheels knocked to pieces and the car- 
riages shattered into plinters. We owed a great deal to the skill and 
indominitable energy of Capt. L. J. Girard, in repairing and remounting 
these guns. 


Early in the siege Captains Sparkman and Waller, and Lieut. Cook, 
of the Fifth battalion of Tennessee artillery, were killed, and afterwards 
Lieut. Bledsoe, of the same corps, lost his life. They were all gallant 
officers, and their loss was irreparable. A shell burst at the feet of 
Capt. Sparkman, mangling him in a dreadful manner, causing his death 
in a few days. Capt. Waller and Lieut. Bledsoe were instantly killed, 
the former having his breast torn out and the latter his head carried 
away by Parrott shot. Capt. R. M. Boone, of Boone’s Louisiana light 
artillery, was also killed. He had jumped upon the parapet to see the 
effect of his shots, and was just leaping down again when a Parrott 
shell shattered one of his legs near the hip. It was amputated at the 
hip joint, but the effort to save his life was in vain. Captain Jas. L. 
3radford (brother of Col. C. M. Bradford, of New Orleans,) command- 
ing Bradford's Mississippi light battery, was severely wounded in the 
leg. | 
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THE ARTILLERY PRACTICE 


The enemy’s artillery fire was very severe from the commencement, 
and many of their guns, globe-sighted, fired with the accuracy of a 
rifle. Ammunition appeared to be as plentiful with them as air, while 
with us it had to be husbanded with the greatest discretion. They fired 
from morning to night, and from night to morning, only giving time for 
their pieces to cool, and any object, however trivial, was aimed at. A 
pet dog, belonging to some of our men, which jumped up’on our ramparts 
one day to take a quiet survey, became the object of attraction for so 
many shots, shell and spherical case, that he wisely concluded, after 
getting up and wagging his tail, as much as to insinuate that he was 
not afraid, to jump down into the ditch and resume the protection of 
our parapet. 


That our fire was not without effect was evident to us from the 
manner in which their batteries kept shifting position. On one occasioi 
this change of quarters was brought about by themselves in rather an 
unusual manner. Capt. Coffin, having received instructions to be very 
economical in the use of his ammunition, had loaded and aimed his 24- 
pounder gun, and then leaving it to wait for the enemy to show them- 
selves, he sat down behind the parapet and became engaged in conver- 
sation with some other officers. Suddenly he heard the report of his 
gun’s discharge, and looking up with some anger, called out to know 
who had fired that gun, supposing that his gunner had touched her off 
without waiting for orders. He saw, from the recoil of the gun and 
from the smoke hovering over the vent, that the gun had been fired, 
and yet the slow-match was quietly burning in its position and not a 
man was standing in the battery. Just then an officer of light artillery, 
who had observed the whole affair from a short distance, called out 
to Capt. Coffin that the enemy had fired his gun. On examination it 
proved to be so. A Parrott shell or shot had come right over the gun 
and grazed it on the upper part of the breech, making a slight scratch. 
The friction which this produced had been sufficient to ignite the 
priming powder at the vent and had dicharged the piece. It now ap- 
peared that the projectile could not have been thrown truer than it 
was, inaking its way directly into the battery from which the shot had 
come, and the Federal gunners, probably supposing that we had got 
their exact range and intended opening upon them, limbere ed up and 
speedily changed their locality. 


EFFECTS OF THE FIRING 


Shot and shell flew through the enclosure of our works in every 
direction, coming from all sides. Trunks of trees were pierced through 
and through or shivered into splinters, their limbs lopped off and the 
leaves scattered over the ground; houses were ventilated in the most 
unexpected fashion, balls going in and out without the slightest excuse 
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or even asking “by your leaye;” the earth was plowed up and roads were 
raked, wagons were smashed, and beeves, horses and mules were 
butchered while grazing in the fields or woods. The riot of destruction 
raged throughout the whole place, and had there been any weak-nerved 
people there they might have searched in vain for an abiding place. 


Gen. Beall and Gen. Gardner’s houses, being in sight of the Federal 
artillerists, soon became untenable, and Col. de Gournay’s headquarters 
were reduced almost to a pile of ruins. Gen. Gardner, while sitting 
outside of his house undergoing some tonsorial operation by one of his 
colored servants, was covered with dirt by a shell which struck near 
his feet, and fortunately made a lateral riccochet, just escaping him. 
He jumped up, shook the dust off, and then reseating himself told the 
barber to continue, but the negro was so troubled with agitated nerves 
that he could not handle the scissors again. 


Abe Every day shells and shot which passed over our breastworks would 
go clear over the whole enclosure, leap the river batteries and strike 
the surface of the water close to the Pointe Coupee shore. Shells some- 
times cleared the river entirely, and burst in the woods on the other 
side. It was truly astonishing the small amount of damage they did 
to our men, very few lives being lost by them. The fact that our horses 
were scattered over such a long extended defence was probably their 
main element of safety. 


Two friends that were standing one morning on the road, engaged 
in a jovial conversation, were instantly beheaded by a single Parrott 
shell. Some members of the Tennessee artillery were returning from the 
burial of Capt. Waller, when a missle flew among them, killing one and 
mortally wounding another. The shells fired at us were principally 
percussion, intended to burst on striking any hard substance; but not 
one-tenth of them exploded. Percussion shells may be very effective 
when fired against wooden vessels, but in the field or at such a place 
as Port Hudson they are not worth much, as they hardly ever explode 
and do not obtain the momentum of a solid shot. The whole place be- 
‘ame strewn with iron missles, so that a person could not travel the 
road, go through the woods, or even pick his way through the thick 
blackberry bushes without stumbling over them at almost every step. 


THE PROJECTILES 

Large numbers of them were picked up and collected in the hope of 
their being serviceable on our side during the siege, but the sabots, or 
soft metal base which fits the grove of the gun, were gnerally destroyed. 
After the ammunition for our two Parrott guns gave out Capt. N. C. 
Washington, of the ordnance department, tried to repair some of the 
shell to be fired back at the enemy from these guns, but the shots were 
too much impaired and they could not be fired with any accuracy. 


The great variety of style of these shot and shell attracted much 
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attention among us, particularly on the part of the artillery officers. 
Many of the missles were of the most ingenius construction, such as the 
Langridge shrapnel; and in theory it would appear as if they ought to 
be terribly destructive, yet practice proved them no more dangerous 
than any other. The Parrott shot, from the accuracy of their fire, ap- 
peared to be the most effective. 


The principal damage that was caused by the artillery practice was 
the destruction of our corn mill, where we ground meal for the whole 
garrison. This was a wooden building situated in a valley near our 
left center, and in good range for some of the enemy’s batteries. They 
probably had information of the character of the structure, and knew 
the importance of it to our troops, for a tremendous fire was kept up’ 
until it was finally destroyed and 4000 bushels of corn burned up in it. 
Capt. Jones, the post commissary, quickly fitted up an impromptu corn 
mill at the Clinton railroad depot, using the solitary engine which had 
been running on that road for the motive power. By this means the 
troops got meal again, after going a day or two on parched corn. Our 
mill was now in full view of the lower fleet, and the Richmond, 
Monongahela and Genessee kept throwing occasional shells at it, never 
hitting the engine, though sometimes narrowly missing it. 


A FALSE ALARM 


A company of the Fourth Louisiana regiment, the Lake Providence 
Cadets, commanded by Capt. Chadles R. Purdy, had been left in the 
town of Jackson, La., to guard that place, and upon finding Port Hudson 
invested, Capt. Purdy, being without orders in such an emergency, re- 
solved to make his way through the investing lines, and joining the 
garrison, to take his part in the anticipated siege. The enterprise was 
a bold one, that of thirty odd infantry men attempting to pass through 
a hostile army, but its very boldness probably ensured its success. Leay- 
ing Jackson at dark this small party arrived in the neighborhood of 
Port Hudson shortly after 10 o’clock, and pushed straight on. They 
were either not seen by the enemy or taken for some of their own troops, 
but their arrival caused a general alarm in our lines, for one of our 
pickets, perceiving their approach among the dark shadows of the 
trees, galloped in to Gen. Gardner’s headquarters in breathless haste, 
and announced that the enemy were advancing upon our line in columns 
ol regiments! 


’ 


“Was thing reported to you,” inquired the general, “or did you see 


the column with your own eyes?” 
“T saw them myself, General,’ was the assuring answer, “and after 
firing into them I immediately galloped in to bring the intelligence.” 
The signal guns were fired and instantly our lines were manned 
and every one looked well to his weapons and ammunition, expecting 
a flerce night attack, Meanwhile Purdy’s company quietly marched up 
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and their character being made known to an infantry picket just out- 
side our breastworks, they came in and reported that there were no 
signs of an attack being made, that the enemy were not ready. Capt. 
Purdy was questioned about the picket he first met and admitted that 
the man did turn and gallop in as if he was in a great hurry to an- 
nounce their approach—so much so that he had not stopped to fire at 
them at all. The exaggerative scout tried to excuse himself by pleading 
faitgue, surprise and other causes for being deceived, but did not re- 
cover general confidence in his nerve or in his reliability. 


PREPARING FOR THE ASSAULT 


There was heavy skirmishing in the woods, along Gen. Grover’s ad- 
vance, on the 25th and 26th. On the afternoon of the first of these 
days the enemy made three charges, in force, on our line of skirmishers, 
consisting principally of the First Alabama and four companies of the 
First Mississippi. The two first charges were repulsed, but on the third 
our men were driven back to the rifle pits we were throwing up. Dur- 
ing these skirmishes the Watson battery, under the command of Lieut. 
Toledano, was splendidly handled and gained much credit. 


On our extreme left, in the swamp, Gen. Weitzel was pushing his 
way steadily by the aid of engineering skill, and much labor to approach 
a portion of our line which was the strongest natural part of what we 
held. The continual patter of axes in the willow growth that covered 
this part of the swamp told us that he was working night and day to 
build roads and bridges. <All the time Wingfield’s battalion was skir- 
mishing with his advance line behind which their engineer corps were 
at work. 

On the 25th there was also a demonstration made against our right 
wing, where an advance upon our breastworks was first attempted by a 
column of infantry and cavalry, and then by cavalry alone. They did 
not get close enough for our infantry to fire upon them, but were dis- 
persed by our artillery alone. After they had been driven off, they 
came forward with a flag of truce and commenced removing their 
dead and wounded. Col. Miles sent out a couple of officers to receive 
their flag of truce, but seeing this they took it away. Such conduct was 
the fault of an officer totally ignorant of the rules of war or of honor. 
The next morning a column of infantry came in sight of Col. Miles’s 
position, but our artillery quickly caused it to take cover. 

On the 24th the gunboats engaged our batteries, but at such long 
range as to keep out of danger from our guns, On the 26th, a shell 
from the 150-pounder Parrott of the Monongahela dismounted one of 
our 10-inch columbiads, and it was several days before we could get it 
up again. On the same day our columbiads and a 42-pounder com- 
menced shelling the willow woods and swamp where Gen, Weitzel’s 
engineer corps was at work just finishing their last bridge. 
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BATTLE OF THE 27TH OF MAY 


When the morning of the 27th of May dawned every man expect- 
ed a strong attack—the symptoms of it had been noticed by all the 
more experienced and observing soldiers, and the furious -cannonade 
which opened the day told us plainly that their stor ming columns were 
forming or advancing to the charge. Knowing our enemy to have an 
abundance of men for this purpose, it was generally supposed among 
our troops that we would be attacked simultaneously at every point, 
though only one or two would be intended to force their way at every 
hazard, the other assaults being for the purpose of confusing us and 
preventing us from sending reinforcements to the more’ threatened 
parts. A survey of our line showed but a straggling line of men at our 
weakest points, while along the breastworks there were long stretches 
without a man to guard them. It was the general belief among our 
men that such a long and exposed line was a weakness in our defence 
which only cool and determined courage—a resolution to do or die— 
could make compensation for, and there was but one disposition among 
both officers and soldiers—never alive to leave their posts. 


About 9 o ’clock in the morning the attack was made, in the woods 
on Col, Steadman’s rig ht and center, and upon the line of fortifications 
on Gen. Beall’s right. The latter attack—that of Sherman’s brigade— 
was the most imposing in appearance. Emerging from the woods at 
the distance of about four hundred yards from our breastworks, the 
Zouave regiment charged in line of battle across the open field: The 
gay colors of their uniforms contrasted brilliantly with. the green 
and somber shades of the trees and field, making a fine mark for our 
fire. As soon as they appeared in sight our artillery opened on them 
with spherical case, many of them bursting right in their ranks, but 
the gaps were quickly closed up and they came on in splendid style. 
As they lessened the distance our gunners substituted grape for shrap- 
nel, and when they finally came within one hundred and fifty yards our 
guns were double charged with canister, and the infantry receiving the 
order at the same time to fire, the field was swept with a storm of 
muskt balls and grape shot. 


The advancing lines of Zouaves wavered and then halted, while 
they were dropping from the ranks, mown down by our deadly fire, 
which now became an increasing rattle of musketry, intermingled with 
rapid discharges of canister from the guns. Jn vain their officers ran 
forward, waved their swords and called on the men to follow them. 
They only thereby proved to the men the deadliness of our markman- 
ship, for as fast as they made themselves thus conspicuous they were 
unerringly dropped by our riflemen. One showily dressed officer 
leaped on an old stump, and waving his sword in one hand and a 
small United States flag in the other, appeared to be making a speech 
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to his men. His life for awhile appeared to be a charmed one; for hun- 
dreds of rifle and musket balls flew by without touching him; though 
aimed by men who could draw a fatal bead; but soon the lead which 
fate may have intended should only reach him, knocked him off the 
stump. The Zouaves, after wavering for awhile in indecision, finally 
broke and scattered, most of the men throwing themselves flat on: the 
ground behind stumps, logs and inequalities of the ground,- where they 
now commenced sharpshooting. 


CHARGE OF SHERMAN’S TROOPS 


That part of our line where this attack was made, had been just 
previously almost without a man, Gen. Beall having sent many of his 
troops to reinforce Col. Steadman, in the woods, but aft the first appear- 
ance of the charge Col. Miles, who was himself closely scruitinizing the 
field, double quicked about half his command to the threatened point, 

and Gen. Beall made a similar movement from the opposite direction. 
As the Zouaves came on our troops were Just closing up from right and 
left, and they would fire and then reload as they went on. 


As soon as the Zouaves broke, Sherman’s brigade came out of the 
woods in column, and ployed.to the right and left into line of battle, 
as prettily as if they were on drill. Our artillerists again had recourse 
to shell and shrapnel, and the infantry opened on this advance sooner 
than before. Their charge was a good one, and had the advantage of 
the Zouave line of sharpshocters, some of whom were within a hundred 
yards of our works, and whose Minié balls were whistling over our 
parapet. 


But our men, though opposed by an enemy ten times their number, 
kept up a withering fire, and after the’ brigade had approached a littie 
nearer than the Zouaves had done, it finally hesitated and wavered. At 
this sure precurser to a repulse, our boys sent up a shout of triumph 
for the victory they now saw certain. The enemy’s officers and many of 
the men ran ahead of the line and urged the others on, but in vain; 
their confidence in themselves was gone. Some of them, in the hopes 
of inspiring others, started a cheer, but it died away in a weakly strain, 
and the rear rank giving way the front rank turned also, and the whole 
force made for the woods, to the sound of our ringing cheers. At the 
woods they rallied, and, reforming their line under our artillery fire, 
they again charged. It was useless; we knew that troops we had once 
Griven back so far w ould not succeed on a second trial under similar 
circumstances. After coming within fifty or sixty yards of where they 
first broke, they wavered again and speedily broke and ran, thoroughly 


defeated. 
THE FIGHTING IN THE Woops 


Gens. Grover and Weitzel made three desperate charges on Col. 
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Steadman’s line, where, in the woods, we did not have the advantage of 
any fortifications. In some places their troops got within fifteen or 
twenty yards of our half-built rifle pits, and few of those who got so 
close returned to tell their comrades what they had seen. Never for 
one moment did our troops waver or their coolness or determination 
forsake them. They loaded rapidly, but they aimed slowly and de 
liberately, firing low, and nearly every shot did its work of destruction. 
Column after column and regiment after regiment was hurled against 
them, shells and shrapnel burst around them, and the Minié balls main- 
tained a ceaseless whizzing, but, like the British squares at Waterloo, 
they stood like the rock-bound coast against which the mighty waves 
of the ocean dash furiously but in vain. 


Perhaps the hardest parteof the fighting here was against Col. Ben. 
Johnson’s exposed position, which acquired on this day and always 
afterwards retained, the title of Fort Desperate. 


Col. Johnson had a line nearly three-quarters of a mile long to de- 
fend, with only 292 officers and men. It extended around a long ridge 
running out from our line, and he was charged in both flanks, first at 
§ o’clock in the morning and then at 10. By working night and day he 
had built a regular parapet and exterior ditch around most of the ridge, 
but without any opportunity of flanking the ditch, so that if the enemy 
could but once get in they were completely protected from his fire. 


A tremendous cannonade at this point had created such a haze of 
smoke that the attacking line had approached within one hundred yards 
before it was discovered. Determined not to waste any of his ammu- 
nition, Col. Johnson would not allow his men to fire until the enemy were 
witnin sixty yards. Then, with a yell, the Arkansas boys opened upon 
them, making many a gap in their lines. But they had no artillery here 
to face, and after faltering for a moment they made another rush. 
Again they were met by a deadly volley, and, after some irresolution, 
during which Johnson’s backwoods men were making fearful havoc, par- 
ticularly among the officers, their line broke and they retreated. 


GETTING INTO OUR DITCH 


On the next charge they made we waited until they had got within 
forty yards before we fired the first volley. They wavered, but with a 
cheer they rallied and charged again, and were now so near that most 
of them reached our ditch and jumped in. During all this time their 
sharpshooters and artillery had been sweeping our parapet, causing 
severe loss among its defenders. Expecting an immediate assault, our 
men crouched down behind the breastworks with their guns at a 
“ready,” prepared each one to kill his man among the foremost of those 
who should come over, and then club his musket for the balance, while 
those who had bayonets were ready to do havoe with the cold steel. 
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Meanwhile the enemy were preparing for the assault, appealing to 
and inspiring their men with the belief that it was quite a simple affair 
to climb over, jump down on the inside, and take the place. “Are you 
ready?” a voice called out. “Ready,” was answered and repeated along 
the line of men in the ditch. Then came the long expected and mo- 
mentous word, “Charge!” One officer was instantly on top of the para- 
pet, and four of his men were on either side. Their time had come, 
for as quickly they staggered back and rolled down among their com- 
rades. These were the only ones who had obeyed the order to charge, 
and the certain death they had met doubt ess cast a damper upon the 
courage of the rest. 4 Gat FEI 

uinee re IGN 

Up and down the line their officers strode in our ditch, preparing 
the men, by their eloquence and patriotic appeals, to make one quick 
and decisive dash and take the place. Again the responses of “All 
ready” were heard, but they were not “all ready,” for when the order 
to charge was given not one of them showed himself over the parapet. 
Only a few yards of earth divided the two hostile lines, and a lively 
conversation was now struck up. “Why don’t you come over?” asked 
our boys, in tantalizing manner. “Why don’t you come out and fight 
us?” they inquired in response. “If you only had two to one instead of 
ten to one, we would do it,” was the reply. Occasionally clods of earth 
would be thrown from one side over upon the other and if they had 
then had hand grenades they could have been used with good effect. 


It was now evident that the enemy was caught in a trap. They were 
in our ditch and it was nearly equally fatal for them to charge over, 
or to get up and run away. If we had had enough troops we might have 
sallied out and taken them all prisoners, but we had barely enough to 
man our line. Under these circumstances a ruse had to be employed. 
A flag of truce was shown from the woods and Col. Steadman sent out 
a white flag to meet it. While the white flag was thus flying on the 
field, their troops got out of our ditch and coolly walked away. Gen. 
Banks, in correspondence next day with Gen. Gardner, disclaimed all 
responsibility for this affair and expressed much regret that any of 
his officers should have made an improper use of a flag which is re- 
spected on the battle-field by all Christian nations. 


ATTEMPTED CHARGE BY NrGRO TROOPS 


This was the battle of the 27th of May. A demonstration had, in- 
deed, been made upon our extreme left, but it did not amount to a 
charge. A couple of negro regiments, with a line of white troops be- 
hind them, came up through a growth of young willow trees to the 
edge of the clearing, a distance of between six and seven hundred feet 
from a rifle pit we had dug along the bluff which came out at that 
place. They were fired into by a small party of skirmishers in the 
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woods on. their flank and from the thinly-lined rifle pit in their- front 
with a couple of small mountain howitzers which we had there. They 
btroke at our fire and clustered behind the willow trees apparently too 
panic-stricken either to advance or run. Our shots tore the fragile 
willows into fragments, and the splinters were probably as dangerous 
as our fire, so that they were stricken down with great havoc. 


_ On account of the line of white troops behind them they probably 
had some difficulty in getting away, but in fifteen minutes after they 
first appeared none of them were to be seen except the dead and those 
who were too badly wounded to craw] off, and these, some two hundred 
and fifty in number, could be plainly seen, through a spy glass, among 
the willows. The nearest of their dead to our rifle pit were two hundred 
yards distant. This was the last we saw of negro troops at Port Hudson. 


During the morning the gunboats engaged the river batteries, aud 
Col. de Gournay endeavored to draw them on within range of some of 
his guns, but they could net be induced to repeat their experience of 
the 14th of March. In the woods, in front of Col. Steadman’s line, the 
enemy’s skirmishers kept up a brisk fire after their flag of truce sham 
had been exploded. Probably supposing, from’ some experience they 
had gained during the morning’s fight, that they had discovered a weak 
point on our line, at half-past two o’clock the next morning, in the 
darkest hour, they made a strong attack at our slaughter pen. It proved 
a slaughter pen, indeed, for our men were wide awake and the enemy 
were bloodily repulsed. 


¥ At half-past six o’clock on the morning of the 28th Col. de Gournay 
opened on the mortar boats with Capt. Seawell’s columbiads and Capt. 
Sheen’s rifled guns. Although at extreme range thesé ‘boats were 
struck several times, with what damage was not known, and the Essex 
silenced for the nonce. mY) 24) nan as 


FLAG OF TRUCE 


About ten o’clock Gen. Banks himself sent in a flag of truce to Gen. 
Gardner, asking for a cessation of hostilities until two o’clock p. m., to 
enable him to remove his dead and wounded, which had been lying in 
front of our lines more than twenty-four hours. We had ourselves 
brought in a few of the wounded, and taken some prisoners on the 
field who were uninjured, besides securing several hundred long range 
rifles, cartridge-boxes full of ammunition, and canteens partly full of 
Whisky. But it would have been impossible for us have cared for all 
their wounded, and besides that, our hospitals were necessarily under 
fire, and at some times seemed to attract more than their proportion of 
the bombardment. 


’ The appleation brought on a considerable exchange of correspond- 
ence. Gen. Gardner complained.of violation of the flag of truce, and re- 
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quired the enemy’s lines to be withdrawn and their fleet to retire to 
its previous position. Gen. Banks disclaimed and deplored any viola- 
tion of the white flag on the side of his forces. Gen. Gardner then with- 
drew his stipulations, and at half-past three o’clock the terms of the 
truce were agrecd upon, ta-extend to the hour of seven o’clock p. Mm. 


The enemy did not get his dead and wounded removed from the 
field until half-past seven o’clock, and at eight a furious attack was 
made on Col. Steadman’s line in the woods. This was exactly what we 
had expected, that the enemy would expect to find us off our guard and 
unprepared to meet a vigorous assault the moment the limits of the 
truce were up. They were mistaken; for they found us ready, and again 
they were driven back. This was the last assault that was made for a 
long time. We had been tried at many points, and everywhere we had 
driven back the foe. 


REMARKS ON THE FIGHT 


The fighting on the 27th was of as desperate and bloody a character 
as has been seen during the present war, and full credit was accorded 
by the garrison to the courage and determination evinced by their 
enemy, particularly as shown in their reforming their lines of battle 
under our fire, and renewing attacks which had failed before, charging 
again and again over ground which was swept by a tornado of leaden 
hail, seemingly more destructive to life than the burning simoon of the 
desert. The enemy’s officers, in particular, challenged our admiration 
by acts of devotion, placing themselves in the lead, and using every 
means of encouragement to their men. Even when their line would 
break before our withering fire, many of them would scorn to fall back 
with the rest, but taking advantage of such shelter as the stumps, logs, 
and inequalities of the ground afforded, they would be there till night 
closed upon them, keeping up a fire*on our breastworks, and making 
it a dangerous undertaking for any of us to show our heads over the 
top of the parapet. et asa 


The quality of courage is one that a true soldier recognizes and 
admires everywhere and under all circumstances; he attributes none 
of the mean and oppressive acts committed by his enemy to those who 
display this attribute in-a high degree; his experience generally teaches 
him that a brave foreman is an honorable one; and when he does. have 
to succumb on the field of contest it is a great satisfaction to him to 
feel that he yields to no coward. Had the enemy’s fighting, on the 27th. 
been weak or irresolute, the garrison would not have felt the pride or 
pleasure they experienced in having held their position.. They knew that 
their own coo] and unflinching stand had alone saved them; had they 
wavered but for a moment, or slackened their murderous fire, or aimed 
vildly, the assaulting columns would ‘have effected a Jodgment if our 
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works from which they could not have been driven by our weak force. 
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SIEGE OPERATIONS 


And now, that the attempt to take Part Hudson by a coup de main 
had proven unsuccessful, commenced the ceaseless exhausting busi- 
ness of the regular siege. With their numerous line of skirmishers 
pushed close up to our position, the exchange of shot hecame dangerous 
work. Anywhere along our fortifications it was almost certain death 
to look over at the foe. A felt hat, raised slowly on a stick so as to 
ieign the appearance of one of our men raising to fire, would be speedily 
perforated with balls. Our engineers directed the top of the parapet to 
ce loopholed, in some places with sand bags and in others merely with 
earth, which afforded a better protection to our men; but even then 
bullets would frequently come through these little openings, ending 
the earthly career of many a brave fellow. Our ammunition being 
scarce, the men were not allowed to fire at their inclination, but a few 
of the best shots in each command were selected to reply at intervals, 
when good opportunity offered, to the incessant fire we were receiving. 


Regular siege approaches being now extended, our engineer of- 
ficers were on the qui vive to discover and meet in time. Lieutenant 
Stork, of this corps, had charge of the river line and extreme right, 
Lieutenant James Freret had the line of land fortifications, and Lieu- 
tenannt Fred Y. Dabney, the chief engineer, looked particularly after 
the left wing, assisted by Mr. Roberts. To their assiduity, courage and 
skill our successful defence is greatly attributable. Their labors were 
most onerous and responsible, keeping them engaged every night, for 
it was only in the darkness and under the enemy’s fire that our works 
could be repaired, and the damage done to our entrenchments and guns 
by the furious cannonading of each day be made good in time for 
the next’s day’s conflict. 


Under the direction of the chief of artillery, Col. Marshall J. Smith, 
the columbiads were so arranged as to shell the enemy over the heady 
of our own troops, and nearly every night we dropped our 8 and 10-inch 
shells among them in every direction as a partial set-off to the shells 
they were now throwing into our lines from land mortars as well as 
from their mortar fleet. 


Two weeks of this kind of work passed away, without rest to our 
men either by night or by day. There was a monotony of excitement 
about it which was extremely fatiguing, and the continuous exposure 
to the sun, rain and night dews brought on much sickness, materially 
reducing our effective strength. Our stock of medicines proved to be 
even shofter than our stock of provisions, and with a large and con- 
stantly increasing list of chills and fever cases the quinine was ex- 
hausted. Ipecac was resorted to in its place, but that also came to an 
end, and finally there was nothing to be had to check fever except a 
decoction of indigenous barks, which did not effect any wonderful cures 
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so far as heard from. Still the sick suffered uncomplainingly, and a 
great many of them preferred remaining at their posts so as to give 
their aid in repelling another assault, should it be made. Several bat- 
teries were built by the enemy right in the face of our works, enfilading 
portions of our line. An 8-inch gun which, had such a position, fired 
shells with a reduced charge of powder so as to roll them as slowly as 
a ball in a bowling alley for some distance right in the rear of our 
parapet. 


Our LINE PENETRATED 


On the 10th of June a furious bombardment all day and night indi- 
cated to us an approaching attack, and at three o’clock on the morning 
of the 11th a show of an assault was made near the center of our line 
of fortifications, while at the same time the real attack was made on 
our left in the woods. During the fighting two regiments of the enemy, 
favored by the extreme darkness, crept up through a gorge among 
the abattis, penetrating within our lines of defence. Had they known 
the ground and been strongly reinforced, this movement might have 
proved disastrous to us. As it was, they captured a courier who was 
going to Col. Steadman from one of his regimental commanders, call- 
ing for reinforcements. 


Fortunately for us, their position was discovered before daylight 
showed them their advantage, and by a vigorous onslaught upon them 
in front and flank they were driven back, leaving in our hands a cap- 
tain, lieutenant and several privates. Another attack was made on Col. 
Steadman at six o’clock the next evening, but not in strong force, and 
it gained no advantage. 


From three o’clock on the morning of the 13th, the enemy coIn- 
menced heavy skirmishing along our ‘whole line. At eleven o'clock 
a. m., the mortar boats having been moved up nearer to us, they joined 
the land batteries in a terrific bombardment of two hours’ duration 
during which a line of battle was formed on Slaughter’s field, and moved 
forward as if to charge, but fell back to the woods as soon as we opened 
upon it with artillery. | 

At 1 o’clock p. m. Gen. Banks sent in a demand for the surrender 
of the post and its garrison. Gen. Gardner returned an answer declining 
to surrender, and immediately prepared for an assault, which he ex- 
pected would be made upon more than one part of our lines. 


HEADQUARTERS, U. 5S. FORCES, 

3efore Port Hudson, June 13, 1863. 

Sir—Respect for the usages of war and a desire to avoid unneces- 
sary sacrifice of life impose upon me the necessity of formally demand- 


ing the surrender of the varrison of Port Hudson. 
I am not unconscious in making this demand that the garrison 15 
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capable of continuing a vigorous and gallant defence. The events that 
have transpired during the pending investment exhibit in the com- 
mander and the garrison a spirit of constancy and courage that, in a 
different cause, would be universally regarded as heroism, but I know 
the extremities to which they are reduced. I have many deserters and 
prisoners of war. I have captured the couriers of the garrison, and 
have in my possession the secret dispatches of its commander. I have 
at my command a train of artillery seldom equalled in extent and ef- 
ficiency, which, no ordinary fortress can successfully resist, and an in- 
fantry force of greatly superior numbers and most determined purpose 
that cannot fail to place Port Hudson in my possession at my will. To 
push the contest to extremities, however, may place the protection of 
life beyond the control of the commanders of the respective forces. I de- 
sire to avoid unnecessary slaughter, and I therefore demand the im- 
mediate surrender of the garrison, subject to such conditions only as 
are imposed by the usages of civilizéd warfare. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant; 
[Signed] N. P. Banks, ; 
. Major General Commanding. 
Major General Frank Gardner, C. S. Army, commanding at Port Hudson: 


? 
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REPLY fo veuey sah - 


HEADQUARTERS, Porr Hupson, 
June 13, 1863. 


Sir—Your note of this date has just been handed to me, and in re- 
ply I have to state that my duty requires me to defend this position, and, 
therefore, I decline to surrender. } 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

[Signed] FRANK GARDNER, 
Major General Com’g C. 8S. Forces. 
Major General N. P. Banks, Commanding U. S. Forces, near Port Hud- 
son. 


ras 


From 11 o’clock that night until half-past two on the morning of 
the 14th, the mortar boats rained a perfect torrent of shells upon us, 
end as soon as they ceased fire the land batteries took up the work and 
poured forth their volleys of destructive missiles, rending the very air 
with their deafening roar. 


BATTLE OF THE 14TH JUNE 


Under this terrific fire the enemy made their second grand assault 
upon our works, from Fort Desperate on the left to the Clinton road 
on the right, the fighting being principally in front of Gen. 3Zeall’s line. 
From half-past three o'clock in the morning until seven o’clock the 
contest was of tho fiercest and most sanguinary descripticn, the rattling 
of musketry on our side and the noise of artillery on both sides shaking 
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the very earth with its roar and enveloping the scene of conflict with a 
dense mantle of smoke. Seven distinct and separate charges were met 
Gy our men and every one ultimately forced back. In several places 
would companies and fragments of their. regiments advance ‘up to our 
very works, and leap into our ditch, but-by hurling back the reinfarce- 
ments which their leading officers tried-in. vain to bring up. to these 
parties, a great many of them were:-killed and wounded;:.and some 
ninety officers and privates, were taken prisoners by us. i. , 


One of these, a young man, who bad gained our ditch at one point 
with a handful of followers, on being asked why he had advanced so far 
without an adequate support, answered that as their orders were to 
gain the most at all hazards, he had allowed himself to think of noth- 
ing but of obeying the order until he had nearly reached it, when he 
looked back and was astonished to see himself with a small party, while 
the balance of his regiment had been killed, wounded or driven back. 
Ag it was too late for him then to retreat, he and his companions leaped 
into the ditch for protection from certain death. 


At Fort Desperate, Col. Johnson again had a fierce and stubborn 
contest. The first charge of the enemy driven back, they reformed their 
line of battle under a destructive fire, and advanced with greater de- 
termination than ever, a large number of them gaining his exterior 
ditch. By this time he had built a cross ditch, or rifle pit, behind the 
main one, and here he had a reserve of sixty men posted, who could fire 
over the heads of the men in on eat sweep the top we eRe paren’ 
when the enemy undertook to eon 


SCALING OuR WORKS a eae 


They selected a corner of angle of the work as the readiest part of 
scaling, and, suddenly, a score of blue uniforms appeared over the outer 
crest; pushed up by their comrades. Our men inside were waiting for 
them with the ball and bayonet, while our reserve in the cross ditch, 
concentrating their fire upon this small scaling party, swept them off 
the parapet as if they were chaff caught by a sudden gust of wind. Not- 
withstanding such an unpromising result of their first attempt, they 
again tried to get over; but, as before, every man who made the attempt 
vas shot down by the unerring rifles of these Arkansas backwoodsmen, 
and the effort to storm Fort Desperate was given up for the time. The 
men in our ditches remained there until nine o'clock in the morning, 
when, under a heavy fire of artillery and sharpshooters, they filed off 
through a deep gorge that lead into this part ot the ditch, carrying their 
dead and wounded with them. 


The enemy had come this time prepared with hand grenades to 
throw into our works from the outside. When these novel missiles 
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commenced falling among the Arkansas troops they did not know what 
to make of them, and the first few which they caught not having burst, 
they threw them back upon the enemy in the ditch. This time many of 
them exploded and their character was at once revealed to our men. 
Always equal to any emergency, they quickly devised a scheme by which 
they turned this new style of warfare against the parties who introduced 
it. Spreading blankets behind the parapet, the grenades fell harmless- 
ly into them, whereupon our boys would pick them up and hurling them 
with much greater force down into the moat they would almost in- 
variably explode. 


THE ATTACK ON OUR RIGHT 


Although the ground in front of our works, for the distance of near- 
ly two miles, was covered with the dead and wounded, the attempt to 
storm our position had not been given over, but was to be renewed at 
eight o’clock in the morning at another point. This was on our extreme 
right, where Col. Miles had an advanced work on a ridge in front of our 
line. Here was a deep, broken and irregular gorge in front of our main 
line, filled with abattis, so as to be impossible for an infantry lne of 
battle, while it was raked in both directions by some pieces of Boone’s 
battery in this advanced work. A narrow road from Troth’s landing 
wound down the side of the declivity and then ascended on our side, and 
this was enfiladed at every turn by our artillery. 


It would seem as if this was the most unpromising locality which 
could have been selected for an assault, and yet a strong column of the 
enemy’s troops came up to charge down and up this narrow road, mov- 
ing by the right flank. As soon as they came in sight, moving across an 
open field on the plateau opposite us, our artillery opened upon them 
with great accuracy, bursting shell and spherical case right before and 
amongst them. Under this fire they fell back, but immediately moving 
further to our right where they were partially screened by the trees, 
the head of the column soon appeared on the road, led, some distance in 
advance, by a mounted officer. 

They were now within easy range, and a destructive fire was in- 
stantly opened on them from every part of our works where they could 
be reached. In the face of this galling fire there column came on at a 
double-quick down the road until two regiments had passed the head of 
the road, when we checked the balance of the column, and the two 
regiments which were left under our fire immediately scattered among 
the fallen timber in the gorge, and opened a fire upon us from their 
places of refuge, where we had the advantage, however, of being able 
to fire down upon them. 

As, after the heavy fighting on the 27th of May, the firing was now 
incessant along our line until dark, large numbers of the enemy, after 
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their charges had failed and their lines broke, having seized positions 
close up to our works, from which they kept up an incessant fire. 


ANOTHER FLAG OF TRUCE 


But on the 15th an unusual quiet reigned, apparently from the ex- 
haustion consequent upon such severe exertion. In the evening Gen. 
Banks sent in a fitag of truce to ask Gen. Gardner to receive medicines 
and delicacies for the wounded Federal soldiers in our hands. Gen. 
Gardner replied that he would receive all such articles, and have them 
used as purposed. He also took occasion to express surprise at the fact 
that no cessation of hostilities had yet been asked for by the enemy for 
the purpose of removing their dead and wounded, who had been lying 
on an open field—a number of them—under a hot sun, for two days. 


The medicines were sent in, but still no request was made of us for 
a truce to remove the dead and wounded, although the enemy had been 
engaged during the night in carrying off their wounded as well as they 
might under our fire. A party of our men had gone out to succor a sol- 
Gier whose appeals for water were painful to their ears, but they were 
fired upon by the enemy’s skirmishers, and had to return witnout ac- 
complishing their charitable object. On the 16th, the effluvia from the 
decomposing bodies having become very offensive at our line, Brig. Gen. 
Beall sent a flag of truce to the division commander in front of him, pro- 
‘posing to deliver his dead to him for burial. This offer was accepted, 
and a truce declared on that part of the lines. Our men collected and 
delivered one hundred and sixty-odd corpses, besides which they found 
one poor fellow able to speak though desperately wounded, who was 
parched with the dreadful pangs of thirst, and whose face, neck and 


° 


hands had been completely fly-blown. 


A similar effluvia on our extreme left had brought sickness among 
the troops stationed there. One evening a small party of our men went 
out to look at the bodies of the negro troops lying among the willows, 
when they found a stalwart negro suffering the most excruciating agony 
from the combined effect of thirst and his wounds, which were five in 
number. ‘Thinking only of his suffering they gave him some water, 
placed him in a blanket and brought him in to our hospital. The hand 
of death was upon him, however, and in two hours after reaching the 
hospital he died, having feebly thanked the men he had come to slay, yet 
from whose hands only he had found succor in his last moments. 


THE SPADE SUPERCEDES THE BAYONET 


The siege had now, on the 16th of June, continued forty days since 
the commencement of the bombardment by the fleet, twenty-seven days 
of constant fighting on every side, and twenty-four days since the in- 
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vestment de facto had begun. The enemy had shown great resources 
and indomitable perseverance and wndoubted pluck. They had assault- 
ed us on every side and tested every possible weak point, they had 
dashed up to our breastworks in broad daylight, they had stubbornly 
pushed their advance through the dense woods on our left, they had 
endeavored to creep into our lines in the darkness and to surprise us 
by unexpected onslaughts, but the courage and sleepless vigilance of 
cur men had failed not for a moment. It. seemed an impossibility to 
take Port Hudson by storm; line after line and column after column of 
their troops bad rushed up to the very muzzles of our muskets and rifles, 
only to leave heaps of their slain upon the field. 


It was now left to enginecring skill alone to try its schemes for re- 
ducing the place. The bayonet was to give place, temporarily, to the 
pick and spade, and science was to supercede mere courage. Three parts 
of our line were selected by the enemy’s engineers as the weakest and 
most easily reduced by their regular approaches. These were Fort 
Desperate, the position of which has been heretofore described; an 
acute salient angle on the left of our line of fortifications, defended by 
the First Mississippi regiment, and a projecting work extending far out 
on the river bluff below the town, on the right of our fortifications, 
called by us Battery No. 11, and by the enemy the “Citadel.” } 


od 
A rifle pit was. constructed by the enemy along the crest oh the bluff 
opposite to Battery 11,.-running down to the river bank, which was in 
advance of their marine battery, the most formidable fortification op: 
posed to us, and from which we anticipated considerable annoyance. 
About the same time they commenced their approaches, with zig-zag 
ditches, in front of Fort Desperate and the position held bythe First 
Mississippi. Lieut. Dabney and our, engineers immediately perceived 
these operations, and commenced to meet them with counter operations, 
and oppose engineering against engineering. 


5 

Col. Johnson hac ealleried dug under his breastworks. through which 
his men could crawl into the outer ditch and sharpshoot from that, while 
he also built an upper work on top. of his parapet to give a command- 
ing position to his marksmen, enabling them to shoot down into. the 
enemy’s ditches so soon as they should approach near enough.. Capt. 
L J. Girard, of the ordinance, prepared some 13-inch shells to plant out- 
side of these threatened points, and he himselt placed them in the night, 
buried a short distance beneath the surface of the ground. having fric- 
tion primers in the vent holes, with wires attached, leading within our 
fortifications, so that they could be exploded under the feet of an ad- 
vVaneing column. 


CONTINUANCE OF THE SIEGE 


On the 18th of June the mortar boats brought their bombardment 
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to a close. After the 24th of May they had adopted a slow and regular 
system of throwing shells, each boat firing in its turn, except on cer- 
tain occasions of extra exertion, but now they gave it up altogether. 
The true reason of this we could not, of course, know; but supposed the 
order to stop the bombarding had been issued in consequence of learn- 
‘ing, from our deserters, that it had created little or no damage. Ina 
city, or the small compass of a stone fort, mortars may be very destruc- 
tive engines of warfare, but it could hardly pay to throw them into 
such a large enclosure as Port Hudson, where the troops were so “few 
and far between” that it required more acuteness than a shell is possess- 
ed of for one of these missiles to find any one to injure. The bombard- 
ment effected one thing, however; it made the lands of Port Hudson 
valuable as an almost inexhaustible iron mine. 


An informal kind of truce was arranged between the men of both 
sides on our extreme right on the 16th, which lasted about a week, dur- 
ing which both sides stopped sharpshooting and gazed at each other 
with some curiosity. How this anomalous state of affairs was first 
brought about was not know, but it appeared to be a mutual understand- 
ing, and both sides having perfect confidence that the firing would not 
be recommenced without proper warning, they would get up in full 
view and iat carry on conversations. 


In some cases soldiers would meet each other half way between 
the hostile lines and make exchanges, in which the Federals showed 
much liberality, making presents of tobacco, coffee and newspapers, 
at times getting small quantities of sugar and molasses in return. This 
was carrying the courtesies of war to an unusual extent, and as soon as 
it came to the knowledge of our superior officers it was stopped, al- 
though the informal armistice was not inter fered with for a while. 


During this time‘ we strengthened our work on the point (battery 
11): considerably, our men working during the day in full view of the 
enemy, who were also busily engaged in constructing their marine bat- 
tery opposite. The men who were working would occasionally exchange 
words with each. othe regarding their respective avocations, as amicably 
and jovially as if the siege were only a joke and the contending parties 
were the best of friends. One day an officer on our side brought a 
large spy-glass to examine their operations, and laid it on top of the 
paranet to take sight through. To the Federals, who were many of them 
regarding us through glasses at the time, this appeared to be a hostile 
demonstration, and some of them jumped into their rifle pits and dodged 
behind the ‘trees with more speed than grace, greatly to the amusement 
of others of them who had distinguished a spy-glass from a rifle. At 
another time the accidental discharge of one of our guns into the air 
caused a similar stampede, until they heard us laughing at their display 
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of agility, when some of them reappeared and joined heratily in the 
laugh. ¢ 


INCIDENTS AS THEY OCCURRED 


At three o’clock on the morning of the 20th Lieut. Bankston, of 
Miles’s Legion, went out with fifty men and deploying them to the right 
and left in front of our fortifications, drove in the enemy’s skirmishers, 
greatly superior to him in numbers. At the same hour on the morning 

of the 23rd two of the enemy’s regiments attempted to approach our 
right center at the sally port of the Plains Store Road, but were dis- 
covered and driven back. 


The enemy were now bringing their approaches very close to us in 
front of the First Mississippi’s position, and every preparation was 
made to meet an expected onslaught there. In front of the salient angle 
of our line Lieut. Dabney planted a large number of stakes, slightly in- 
clined outerward, the points of which were sharpened with a drawing 
knife. Among these wires were stretched, at the height of a foot and a 
half from the ground, so as to trip an advancing line of men; and tor- 
pedoes were also placed at proper positions. 


These precautions were only taken to delay and retard an assault- 
ing party, should they attempt to charge in the night time from their 
ditches and carry our work by surprise. We were confident of our abili- 
ty to hold the place without any aid except that of the bayonet while 
daylight showed us our enemy. And the troops well knew that all the 
artillery and all the engineering in the world cannot capture a fortified 
place. They can batter down and blow up walls and parapets; but, after 
all, the bayonet is the only thing which carries the position—all else are 
but adjuncts. This fact kept in mind, our troops were not demoralized 
by the formidable works in progress around us, but waited eagerly and 
confidently for the next assault, which must, at last, crown all the engi- 
neering, fecling, as certain as ever before. cf their ability to meet and 
repel it. 


The enemy were digging their approaches under cover of cotton 
bales, which they rolled over in front of them as they advanced. On 
the 25th Corporal Skelton, of the First Mississippi, volunteered to go 
cut and destroy this cotton. Under the deadly sharpshooting which was 
constantly kept up this was, indeed an adventurous undertaking, but he 
made ft and was successful. The first time he made the attempt he 
reached the cotton, but could not fire it with a burning brand which he 
earried. He therefore returned within the lines, and getting a port fire 
from the artillery, went forth again, set the cotton bales in a blaze, and 
returned unhurt.’ For his courage and devotion he was complimented by 
yveneral Gardner in an order of the day. 

About dusk next evening Lieut. McKennon, of the Sixteenth Ar- 
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kansas, with thirty men of his regiment, who volunteered to accompany 
him, went out and captured, at the point of the bayonet, and earthwork 
on the Clinton road which was being made at some distance from our 
lines. They took an officer and several men prisoners, and brought them 
safely within our works, with their guns and a number of sand bags 
out of which they had emptied the earth. 


RUNNING THE GAUNTLET 


An event of great note among the besieged was the arrival, during 
the night of the 26th, of Capt. R. S. Pruyn of the Fourth Louisiana regi- 
ment, with dispatches from General Johnston to General Gardner, and 
full news from the outer world for the garrison, the latter being im- 
mediately published in newspaper form and circulated among our men. 
Capt. Pruyn was one of those who had been sent out with dispatches by 
Gen. Gardner during the siege, and the only one of them who returned. 


He had floated down the river supported by a dozen canteens, well 
corked and tied together to form a life-preserver, with his dispatches 
secured in an idia-rubber army pillow. As he passed the Richmond the 
current carried him uncomfortably close to her, and he distinctly heard 
2 voice, probably that of the officer of the watch to one of his sailors 
exclaim: “Look out sharp for that object and see what it is.” It can 
easily be imagined how motionless he lay in the water as he floated 
down, and in the darkness of the night, he was taken for a log, an 
opinion which was, under these circumstances, as satisfactory to him 
as it was uncomplimentary. 


In returning Capt. Pruyn took a similar route. After getting into 
Pointe’ Coupee he made his way through the enemy’s position on the 
river opposite Port Hudson, crawling on his hands and knees nearly a 
quarter of a mile through an open space, where he saw them all around 
him, and then taking the water he swam across and was picked up in 
front of one of our batteries, seemingly none the worse for his watery 
experience, 


Up to this time it may be safely said that the general belief among 
the garrison of Port Hudson was that they would be relieved by a force 
being sent from the interior to raise the siege. This conviction, which 
had been a pleasant one to hold and cherish, was now dispelled in 
nearly every mind, and the effect was to instill even a deeper spirit of 
resistance into the soldiers’ hearts. 


The k Nedee that they were to rely upon themselves alone, and 

1e Knowledge the) y up 

could expect no outside assistance, did not by any means discourage 

them. They felt a greater pride in the success of their own fighting, 
ne 


and never for a moment despaired of holding the place ag long as the 
provisions and ammunition held out. It was known that the beef was 
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nearly all consumed, and the eating of mules and horses was commonly Br 
discussed, and men were calculating how long these animals. would 
last. There were no ideas of surrendering entertained by any, but a 
proposition for the commanding general to call for volunteers and under- 
take to cut his way through the investing lines, after the provisions were 
exhausted, was very favorably received and discussed. 


Hor Work AT THE POINT 


The marine battery having been finished, the enemy started to dig 
a ditch straight up to our bluif on the extreme right, by running it. along 
the river bank. This was discovered as early as the 22nd, but*'the 
enemy did not make much progress, although, from our position, we 
could not materially interrupt them in the prosecution of their work. 
At four o’clock on the afternoon of the 26th of June a terrific fire was 
concentrated on this point, which was kept up until dark, the fleet tak- 
ing a prominent part. The Richmond came up and poured in her broad- 
sides two or three times, but did not maintain her position. During the 
firing our flag was shot down four times, the staff being shattered to 
pieces every time, and the bunting torn to shreds. Each time it was 
raised by Lieut. Schirmer, of de Gournay’s artillery, who was himself 
killed soon afterward by one of the enemy sharpshooters. 


The enemy now paid their special attention to our lower point, 
where stood battery 11, which could hardly be termed a “citadel’, as it 
was an ordinary breastwork and enclosure of earth. From the 25th to 
the 30th the concentration of fire on this place was fearful, though our 
loss was not as heavy as could have been expected, because we kept 
there no more men than were actually required to hold it in the event of 
an assault until reinforcements could be thrown in. 


Our parapet there was breached every day, but our men would re- 
pair the damage every night, although under a constant fire of shells, 
erape and canister. While sunperintending these repairs, Lieut. James 
Frere, of the Engineer corps, was badly wounded. The enemy had 
worked their way steadily up until they had effected a lodgment on the 
end of the same bluff with us, and not more than thirty yards from our 
work. Their sharpshooters were crowded around this battery, keeping 
up a constant fire even when they could see no one to shoot at. 


AT BATTERY No. 11 


IJolding this extreme point at Battery No. 11, under such a tre- 
mendous fire, was extremely axhausting to the men there. The com- 
panies of Miles’s Legion, the three of Maxey’s brigade, under Capt. C. 
W. Cushman, and a detached company, under Lieut. Wilkins, had all 
done severe duty here and Jost heavily in officers and men. The de- 
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tached company, from Natchez, Miss., was left without an officer, Lieuts. 
Wilkins and Chase being killed, and their only other officer wounded. 
Capt. Chas. R. Purdy, of the Fourth Louisiana, also lost his life here. 
On the night of the 28th, Gen. Gardner sent Col. O. P. Lyles to hold the 
position, with one hundred men of the Eighteenth and Twenty-third 
Arkansas regiments, which they did for several days, until they were 
again relieved by. Capt. Cushman, who volunteered to perform the 
service with his three companies. 


Col. Lyles’s men succeeded, on the 29th, in burning the cotton bales 
which the enemy were using as sap-rollers to protect their approach. 
On the same evening they attempted to storm our works here and got 
up very close, throwing hand grenades among us by scores, but ee 
were driven back to their ditch. 


“We had a small detachment of men from Col. de Gournay’s com- 
mand, who were provided with 12- pounder and 24- pounder shells to use 
as grenades, The fuse had to be lighted while held in the hand, and the 
shell then immediately hurled over the parapet. A wooden gutter was 
put outside our work during the night to enable us to roll heavy shells 
down among the foe. The interchange of these compliments was kept 
up with considerable spirit. 


As it was expected that the enemy were undermining the point, no 
more men were kept in the work there than were considered sufficient 
to hold it, in case of an assault, until we could throw in reinforcements, 
which were held in readiness, close at hand, during night and day. At 
six o’clock on the evening of the 30th the enemy made a very determined 
effort to carry our work by assault. While our men were eating their 
supper, with their guns lying beside them, a storming column swarmed 
out of the enemy’s ditch, only a short distance from our position, and 
made a dash upon us, gaining our exterior ditch, from which they drove 
the few men who were surprised there. They now undertook to scale 
the parapet but the first six men who got inside paid their lives as the 
entrance fee, and our men held their own until our reinforcements, 
coming in at a full run, attacked the troops in our ditch with such fury 
and impetuosity that they were immediately driven out. We kept a 
large force in the battery that night, but the attack not being resumed, 
as we anticipated, the reserve was withdrawn before daylight. 


The engineers, having decided that the point would undoubtedly be 
blown up by the enemy, the line of our fortifications was continued 
across to the river behind Battery 11, so that when that was destroyed 
the enemy would find as strong a work still confronting them, and all 
their Jabor and expense of lives would have been renewed. 

The exterior lunette, commanding a projecting ridge to the left of 
Battery 11, was also made the object of a concentrated fire, which razed 
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to the ground a rifle pit in front of it. This position was held, at the 
time, by Major Merchant, with a section of Boone’s battery and a de- 
tachment from Col. de Gournay’s command, acting as infantry, the lat- 
ter being afterwards relieved by Miles’s Legion. 


COUNTER-MINING 


All this while the enemy were making slow but steady approach 
toward Col. Johnson’s position and that of the First Mississippi. At the 
latter place, expecting the point of the salient angle to be undermined 
ind blown up, Lieut Dabney built a rifle pit across the base of the angle, 
so as to present a new line of defence if the outer one was lost. It was 
alo projected by him to counter-mine the enemy, and anticipate their 
object by blowing up their own work. For this purpose a gallery was 
run out at some depth under ground, the prosecution of which was 
voiuntarily assumed by Capt. Girard. 


Afte: working his gallery about half way to the enemy’s ditch he 
could distinctly hear their workmen making slow progress with a gal- 
lery toward us. On account of the close proximity of these shafts, Capt. 
Girard was obliged to work with great caution and silence, and the 
enemy kept quietly on with their labor, evidently unconscious of the 
fact that they had already been passed, and that our undertaking was 
approaching completion much faster than theirs. After getting im- 
mediately underneath their ditch our gallery was extended a shorter dis- 
tance at right angles. The powder was then placed in position, the fir- 
ing train led off and gallery choked. 


Everything being now ready, and the enemy’s gallery not having 
yet reached our position, shortly after midnight of the 3rd of July our 
train was fired, and a tremendous explosion followed. A black column 
rose high up in the air, and a mass of earth was thrown in every direc- 
tion. Several picks and spades fell inside of our line, and our men were 
covered with the rain of dirt and dust which continued to fall for some 
time after the explosion occurred. The enemy were completely aston- 
ished, and not thinking of such a thing as our having counter-mined them, 
they attributed it at the time to a premature explosion of their own 
powder. 

At the same time the approaches to Fort Desperate were checked by 
the deadly fire of the Arkansas marksmen there, who, perched up in 
their sharpshooting tower, could fire down into every part of the enemy’s 
ditch, which had now been brought within thirty yards of our works. 
Neither by night nor by day could their men work in this ditch without 
certain death from the rifles which commanded them, nor could they 
ever succeed in driving our sharpshooters from their elevated position. 
Had we not thus succeeded in checking their approach, Col. Johnson 
had a storming party selected with whom he intended to carry the ditch 
at all hazards, and turn it into an exterior riflepit. 
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THE MULE MANIA 


The last quarter ration of beef had been given out to the troops on 
the 29th of June. On the 1st of July, at the request of many officers, a 
wounded mule was killed and cut up for experimental eating. All those 
who partook of it spoke highly of the dish. The flesh of mules is of a 
darker color than beef, of a finer grain, quite tender and juicy, and has 
a flavor something between that of beef and venison. There was an im- 
mediate demand for this kind of food, and the number of mules killed 
by the commissariat daily increased. Some horses were also slaughter- 
ed, and their flesh was found to be very good eating, but not equal to 
mule. Rats, of which there were plenty about the deserted camps, were 
also caught by many officers and men, and were found to be quite a 
luxury—superior, in the opinion of those who eat them, to spring chick- 
en; and if a philosopher of the Celestial Empire could have visited Port 
Hudson at the time, he would have marvelled at the progress of the bar- 
barians there toward the refinements of his own people. 


Mule meat was regularly served out in rations to the troops from 
vynd after the 4th of July, and there were very few among the garri- 
son whose natural prejudices were so strong as to prevent them from 
cooking and eating their share. The stock of corn was getting very 
low, and besides that nothing was left but peas, sugar and molasses. 
These peas were the most indigestible and unwholesome articles that 
were ever given to soldiers to eat, and the reason that such a large 
quantity was left on hand was probably accounted for by the fact that 
most of the troops would not have them on any consideration. To save 
corn they were issued out to horses and mules, and killed a great many 
of these animals. All of the horses and mules which were not needed 
for hauling or other imperative duties, had been turned out to graze, 
where numbers of them were killed or disabled by the enemy’s can- 
nonade and rain of Minié balls, and the rest nearly starved to death. 


The sugar and molasses was put to good use by the troops in mak- 
ing a weak description of beer, which was constantly kept at the lines 
by the barrel-full, and drank by the soldiers in preference to the mis- 
erable water with which they were generally supplied. This was a very 
pleasant and healthful beverage, and went far to recompense the men 
for the lack of almost every other comfort or luxury. In the same way, 
after the stock of tobacco had given out, they substituted shumac leaves, 
which grew wild in the woods. It had always been smoked by the 
Indians under the name of killickenick, and, when properly prepared 
for the pipe, is a tolerably good substitute for tobacco. 


There was a small proportion of the garrison who could not, how- 
ever reconcile themselves so easily to the hardships and dangers of 
the siege, Some one hundred and fifty or more men, almost entirely 
foreigners ‘of a low class, or ignorant conscripts from western Louisi- 
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ana—men who were troubled with none of that common feeling usually 
styled patriotism, deserted us for the better provided commissariast of 
of the enemy, slinking away by couples and squads during the night 
time. Their loss was not wept over, nor could the information they car: 
ried with them concerning our position enable the enemy to capture it. 


© DISMOUNTING OUR GUNS 


in 
gps 


On. the 1 ist of July some of the splendid Parrott guns of the micdinne 
regiment were taken across the river and put in battery there. They 
now maintained a constant fire upon our betteries every day, to which 
we occasionally replied, and at times with effect, dismounting altogether 
three of their guns, splitting a rifled 32-pounder on the 5th of July, 
knocking off the trunnion of an 8-inch howitzer on the morning of the 
6th, and permanently disabling a rifled 24-pounder on the evening of 
the same day. This artillery practice was probably equal, if not superior, 
tc anything which has ever been accomplished of the kind, the distance 
being from one thousand to fourteen hundred yards. 


Our guns on the river side were now reduced to-seven and the 
lower batteries were screened with brush, while the upper guns only en- 
gaged the Parrotts. We had been. obliged to mask most.of our guns on 
the land side for.some time back, so many of them having; been dis- 
abled. . Every extra gun carriage in the place had been.used up, and 
those in service were all patched and repaired as much as they could be. 
There were a number of broken guns or pieces of ordinances without 
carriages, which were fastened upon blocks and put in masked positions 
where they could be used in cases of emergency. Most of them were 
crammed with bags containing a motely assortment of old bullets, nails, 
pieces of horseshoes, bits of iron chain, &c, which were to be fired in 
the face of a storming party, it being of little consequence whether the 
disabled guns were good for another discharge or not. 


Preparations were made to mect a grand assault;,.which was con- 
siderably expected on the night of the 3rd or the morning of the 4th of 
July. On the evening of the 8rd a long line of troops was discovered 
bivouacking in line of battle opposite our left center, and.everyone was 
confident that before daylight we would be attacked on every side. Lit- 
tle sleep was indulged in by the troops that night, and when morning 
came a dense fog hung upon the eround which would have concealed an 
approach from us until they were within: forty or fifty yards. <A better 
cpportunity for assaulting our works had not been known since the com- 
mencement of the siege, but. the day wore on and everything was going 
on as usual, the sharpshooting commencing as soon as the fog lifted. 


AN APPROACHING STRUGGLE 


The approach of the enemy to Battery 11 was slow enough to cause 
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us'to doubt, at last; our previous siipposition that they intended to: blow 
up the point. They had been engaged since the 3rd on a work Which at 
first we could not understand the ‘nature of, but as it gradually rose in 
height it became evident to us that it was to be an elevated mound, 
which, when finished, was to be used as a tower for their sharpshooters 
to fire down into our works, on the same principle as that by which Col. 
Johnson stopped their approach to his position. We could have thrown 
up a counter mound to theirs, but that it became a serious question 
whether it would not be preferable for us to blow up the point ourselves, 
if the enemy did not do it, and retire within the line of fortifications be- 
hind it. ‘ 


This point of land, running out beyond our natural line of defence 
to within one hundred yards of a high ridge held by the enemy, flanked 
on its weaker side by the fleet, and almost entirely unsupported by any 
other fortification, had always been considered a weak point with us and 
it could not permanently be held without a loss that would be severely 
felt on our weakened garrison. This question, of holding or abandoning 
it, was only practically solved by the capitulation of Port Hudson. Its 
abandonment would not have given the enemy a foothold in our line, as 
a stronger fortification would still confront them, where guns were 
placed that could have swept off any body of troops which should ven- 
ture to maintain their ground upon its summit. That the enemy had it 
mined for several days previous to the surrender we afterwards learned, 
and that they did not blow it up was probably owing to their hope of 
lreing able to carry it by assault, failing in which.they would have fired 
their mine, as a last resort. . 


THE FALL OF VICKSBURG 


its : . 4 * * , 
During the forenoon, on the 7th of July, repeated artillery salutes 


and tremendous cheering among the enemy announced to us that some- 
thing unusual had occurred, or was in contemplation, and it was general- 
ly supposed that the storming party, one thousand strong, which we 
had heard they had obtained, by volunteering, to undertake another as- 
sault upon our works, was being detailed or formed in position. This 
idea gained prevalence in our ranks to such an extent as to, give rise 
to much speculation among the en as to which part of our line would 
be charged, and whether the attempt would be made in the night time 
or early the next morning. 


The. Federals called out to our men in many places that Vicksburg 
bad been surrendered to Gen. Grant on the 4th of July, with its gar- 
rison. This was received with perfect incredulity. It was thought by 
us that General Johnston would undoubtedly raise the siege of Vicks- 
burg if he was but furnished with troops equal or nearly equal in num- 
ber to those of Grant, and though Port Hudson had been half armed, 
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half garrisioned, and half provisioned, it was only an outpost of Vicks- 
curg, and might have been easily overlooked; but that our main strong- 


hold on the river should have capitulated while we were still holding the 
outpost was considered to be incredible. 


The announcement, so loudly made to us by the enemy, was there- 
fore not believed to be true, but was considered, together with all the 
salutes which had been fired by their army and navy, as a ruse de guerre, 
intended to dispirit us and to inspirit their troops, so as to increase 
their chances of success in the attack which was now considered im- 
minent, and which was expected to be the bloodiest and most desperate- 
ly contested engagement of the whole siege. 


But to give us greater assurance of the truth of their assertions there 
was sent in to Gen. Gardner, through some of the pickets, an official 
copy of Gen. Grant’s dispatch to Gen. Banks, announcing the capitulation 
of Vicksburg. Still the fact of its surrender was not credited, nor was 
there a man among the garrison, so far as known to this writer, but who 
laughed the idea to scorn. 


A COUNCIL OF WAR 


That night a council of war was held at Gen. Gardner’s head- 
quarters, which was protracted until two o’clock on the morning of the 
8th. The situation of Port Hudson was well worthy of serious con- 
sideration by the chief officers of its garrison. It was sixty-one days 
since the commencement of the bombardment by the fleet, forty-eight 
days since the virtual beginning of the siege, and there had been forty- 
five days of actual investment, comprising two grand attacks and 
twenty-four charges or attemps to storm our lines. 


A forified position, constructed for a garrison of twenty thousand 
men, after its abandonment had been ordered, had been held by less 
than one-third that force for a much longer period than could have been 
expected by our forces outside. It had been supposed that the devotion 
thus exhibited by its commander and his troops would have met with 
its reward by finding relief or succor from Confederate forces without. 
Doubtless from good and sufficient reasons this relief had not been af- 
forded, and theré was no hope of its being granted. The provisions 
were at a low ebb, and the troops could have heen subsisted not more 
than six; or at the farthest, ten days longer, and then on the sparest 
rations possible to support the life of men who were undergoing extra- 
ordinary fatigue and exertion, 

And there were other considerations eyen more important than 
these. An enemy who had prosecuted the siege with unusual vigor and 
pertinacity, showed less disposition than ever of an intent to abandon 
their work. They had brought their saps to within a few yards of our 
lines, and this had undoubtedly inspired them with a degree of confi- 
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dence they had not been possessed of before. They were ready, or. 
nearly ready, to blow up our defences in one or more places, and what- 
ever practical gain such explosions might afford them, it would give a 
certain moral force to a storming column which should follow close 
upon the surprise of the affair. Whenever they had charged us before 
in fire, they had been compelled to advance over a half mile or more of 
ground that was swept by our fire—now they could pour out of their 
ditches within twenty or thirty yards of our works, and swarm our para- 
pets before we could give them a volley, while the advantage of surprise, 
which they could have upon their side, would lessen the fatality of our 
first discharge. And, more than all, sickness and exhaustion, together 
with the casualties of the siege, had so reduced the effective force of 
the garrison that there were much fewer men at the breastworks to 
repel and assault than had driven back the storming columns on the 
27th of May and the 14th of June. 


A SURRENDER DETERMINED ON 


Whether all these considerations were canvassed at the council of 
was is known, of course, only to those who composed it, nor would any 
one else seek to pry into their deliberations; but officers who had proven 
themselves so brave and capable ia the field doubtless overlooked noth- 
ing in the council. The result of it was that it was determined by Gen. 
Gardner to surrender Port Hudson and its garrison to Gen. Banks. The 
military necessity rendering it his duty to hold the position no longer 
existed, in his opinion, and it then became his duty towards his own 
brave troops to spare them all unnecessary privations and loss of life. 


At two o’clock on the morning of the 8th of July General Gardner 
sent to General Banks, by flag of truce, for confirmation of the fall of 
Vicksburg, which was accorded him. About nine o’clock the same morn- 
ing, he dispatched Cols. G. W. Steadman and W. R. Miles, and Lieut. 
Col..M. J. Smith, as commissioners to treat for the surrender of the 
post. They did not return until afternoon, and then announced that an 
unconditional surrender of the place and garrison had been agreed upon, 
and that the ceremony would take place at seven o’clock the next morn- 
ing. 

A cessation of hostilities had already taken place, and immediately 
that it was known that the capitulation had been agreed upon, a singu- 
lar scene was presented to the observer, particularly upon the extreme 
right, where the contending parties, almost near enough to clutch each 
other by the throat, had been engaged in a desperate struggle for the 
mastery. 


Soldiers swarmed from their places of concealment on either side, 
and met each other in the most cordial and fraternal spirit. Here you 
would see a group of Federal soldiers escorted round our works and 
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shown the effects of their shots, and entertained with accounts of such 
part of the siege operations as they could not have learned.before.. In 
the same way our men went into the Federal lines. and gazed with 
curiosity upon the work which had been giving them so much trouble, 
escorted by Federal soldiers, who vied with each other in courtesy and 
a display of magnanimous spirit. The subject of the attack and de- 
fence seemed to be a tireless one with both sides, and the conversations 
that ensued between them were of so cheerful. and pleasant a character 
that one could hardly believe it possible these men had just before been 
fighing with the ferocity of tigers and striving by every art to slaughter 
the men they were now fraternizing with. 


Not a single case occurred in which the enemy, either officers or 
privates, exhibited a disposition to exult over their victory, but on 
the contrary, whenever the subject came up in conversation, it elicited 
from them only compliments upon the skill and bravery of the defence. 
Nor was their conduct limited to mere expressions. They were liberal 
in making presents of tobacco and other luxuries, asking of the garri- 
son only such articles as they could retain as relics of the siege. One 
of their surgeons came in, during a heavy rainstorm, and brought medi- 
cines for our sick, repeating his visit the next morning, and bringing a 
large quantity of quinine, which he dosed out to the fever patients. Dur; ° 
ing the afternoon and evening of the Sth a large number of Federals 
were within our lines visiting at our camps, whither most of our men 
had repaired to pack yp their little stock of clothing preparatory to an 
expected departure on the morrow. 


The following order was published: 


HEADQUARTERS, Porr Hupson, La., 
7 Jury 8, 1863. 


General Orders No. 61. 

I. Nobly have the troops performed their duty in the defence of 
this position, continued from the 2ist of May to the present date. The 
cheerfulness, bravery and zeal displayed by the troops during the hard- 
ships and suffering of this long siege has never been surpassed, and 
every man can feel the proud satisfaction that he has done his part in 
this heroic defence of Port Hudson. This place is surrendered at the 
last moment it is proper to hold it and after a most gallant defence 
in several severe attacks in all of which the enemy have been signally 
repulsed. Let all continue, during the duties that still remain to be per- 
formed, to show that cheerful obedience which has distinguished them 
as soldiers up to this time. 


II. The troops will be paraded at 6 o’clock a. m. tomorrow, for 
surrender, in line of battle in the same order as they are now at the 
breastworks, with the heavy artillery on the right, in the edge of the 
prairie, in rear of the railroad depot; the left extending towards the 
town of Port Hudson. Ali officers and men will be in their places 
under arms. 

By command of Major Gen. Frank Gardner. 

[Signed] C. M. Jacixson, A. A. A. G. 
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Shortly:after dark a train of wagons brought in a liberal supply of 
provisions for the garrison from the enemy’s commissariat. They were 
issued to the troops during the night time. And early the next morning 
our men enjoyed the first good meal they had partaken of for a long 
time. hs ne 
*: At seven o’clock on the morning of the 9th our line was formed in 
the field back of the railroad depot, near the landing, every man not 
too sick to be confined in the hospital being in the ranks. As Gen. 
Gardner rode along the line, with his staff, he was enthusiastically 
cheered by the men who had served so faithfully under him, and whose 
affection and confidence he had permanently gained during days and 
weeks of trial: . 


The enemy’s column, marching down the road to the landing, ap- 
proached the right of our line, preceded by Gen. Andrews and staff. 


When Brig. Gen. Andrews approached, Gen. Gardner adv anced with 
his sword drawn and presented the hilt to Gen. Andrews with the fol- 
lowing words: 


“Having thoroughly defended this position as long as I deemed it 
necessary, I now surr ender to you my sword, and with it this pth: and 
its garrison.” 

To which Brig. Gen. Andrews replied: 


“IT return your sword as a proper compliment to the gallant com- 
mander of such gallant troops—conduet that would be heroic in another 
cause.” 


To which Gen. Gardner replied as he returned his sword, with 
emphasis, into the scabbard: 


“This is neither the time nor place to discuss the cause.” 


The order was given along our line to ground arms. which was 
obeyed, and our men stood in line while the enemy had marched from 
right to let until they had formed in a line before us, when they hoisted 
their flag upon the bluff, fired a salute, and the ceremony was over. 


It was now announced to our men that they would be paroled— 
news that was received by them with great satisfaction—particularly 
as they had made up their minds already to a term of imprisonment. 


CONCLUSION 


Much historical interest will always attach to Port Hudson from 
causes other than those connected with the crimson story of its san- 
guinary fights. Its history is yet to be written, and long after time has 
softened the asperities of feeling engendered by a bitter conflict, a com- 
mon humanity will do full justice to the yalor and devotion there so 
freely displayed and so frequently sealed by death's’ arresting hand. 
sravely, daringly and pertinaciously were its ramparts assailed, and 
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gallantly were they defended. Small in number were the garrison, for 
the work required of them, but they knew their country and their cause 
called for Spartan courage at their hand, and with a Leonidas at their 
bead they were ready, if need be, to repeat the story of Thermopylae. 


In the imperfect sketch which is concluded in this paper no pre- 
tension is made to a full and faultless record of what transpired dur- 
ing the occupation and siege of Port Hudson. The writer has only 
undertaken to relate, in the light and running style of modern serial 
writing, such of the occurrences that took place under his own observa- 
tion, or under that of officers who were actual observers. Many note- 
worthy facts have doubtless been overlooked, as must ever be the case 
where a writer of history has not the advantage of official documents; 
but the present sketch has not the importance nor will it live in the 
memory of its readers long enough to render its defects of material 
consequence to any one. 


The sketch, however, would be still more incomplete without the 
addition of some remarks concerning the garrison of Port Hudson, and 
a partial list of facts of personal interest so far as known to the writer. 


Five States were prominently and honorably represented in the de- 
fence of Port Hudson—Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and 
Tennessee. But fully one-half of the garrison consisted of the brave 
and hardy sons of Arkansas. 


ARKANSAS 


The Fifteenth Arkansas regiment, under the gallant Col. Ben. John- 
son, distinguished itself by its heroic defence of Fort Desperate, which 
it held to the last under the most disadvantageous circumstances. Gen. 
Gardner sent other troops to relieve them in their exposed position, 
but they refused to be relieved. The ground they were holding had 
been consecrated by the life blood of many of their comrades, and 
they would not yield the post of honor to friend or foe. Not only by their 
splendid marksmanship did they do honor to their State, but equally 
by their cheerful application to labor. Night and day, without rest or 
assistance, both officers and men handled the spade with a zeal that 
knew no flagging. Out of 292 officers and men, with which they held 
a line near three-quarters of a mile long, they lost during the siege 132 
men killed and wounded, of which number 76 were their loss on the 
27th of May. Liuvet. Col. P. H. Lee was badly wounded on that day, but 
has since nearly recovered. The men had nothing to 4Sght with but 
old smoothe-bore muskets, until the Ist of June, when Col. Miles 
furnished them with 13 rifles captured by his command from the enemy. 

The Tenth Arkansas regiment lost its chief officer, Col. Witte, who 
was taken prisoner just before the siege, but they had a brave and 
capable commander in Lieut. Col. Vaughn, and in the desperate contests 
which took place in the woods behaved themselves nobly. 
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So also did the Eighteenth Arkansas, who had the leadership, after 
the Ist of June, of the gallant Lieut. Col. W. N. Parish, who acquired 
for his command the significance sobriquet of “the bloody Eighteenth.” 


The Twenty-third Arkansas, Col. O. P. Lyles, played a conspicuous 
part in the defence, not only holding part of Gen. Beall’s centre, but 
responding promptly to the call for reinforcements in the woods, on 
our left, and afterwards on our extreme right, where thev held, until 
relieved, what was then preéminently the post of danger and of honor. 
Col. Lyles was more than once called from the immediate charge of 
his position to do the duties of a brigadier, and Major Black proved 
himself a splendid soldier. 


The Twelfth Arkansas regiment, Col. T. J. Reid, had many oppor- 
tunities of showing its qualifications as a fighting corps, and never @id 
it fail to justify the high reputation it had brought with it to Port 
Hudson. 


The Sixteenth Arkansas, Col. Provence, was not the least among 
those corps whose deeds make up a brilliant page of history. Perhaps 
the most daring feat of the siege was that successfully accomplished by 
Lieut. McKennon and his thirty followers, all volunteers from this 
regiment, when he captured one of the enemy’s works. 


There was another command from this State—the First Arkansas 
battalion, Lieut. Col. Jones—which acquired many well-earned laurels. 


ALABAMA 


The First Alabama regiment played a noble and prominent part in 
the siege, both as infantry and as artillery. Col. G. W. Steadman’s con- 
duct of the defence of the left wing has already been spoken of, and the 
meritorius services of Lieut. Col. M. B. Locke and Major S. L. Knox 
should not be forgotten. Previous to and during the siege, four com- 
panies of this regiment were in charge of heavy batteries, viz: Bat- 
tery No. 1, Co. K, Capt. J. S. Whitfield; Battery No. Poe A Cant. J. 
D. Meadows; Battery No. 3, Co. G, Capt. R. H. Riley; Battery No. 5, Co. 
B, Capt. D. W. Ramsey. 

The pieces manned by these companies participated in all the ar- 
tillery engagements at Port Hudson, and were served with unsurpassed 
courage and skill. When the place was invested several of these guns 
were removed to the breastworks, and contributed greatly to the land 
defence. Lieut. C. E. Tuttle distinguished himself by his able manage- 
ment of a rifled 12-pounder on Gen, Beall’s line. A rifled 24-pounder, 
commanded by Lieut. J. H. Sanford, on our left, was dismounted four 
different times, and a similar gun, also placed there, under Lieut. <A. 
W. Harmon, also did good service and was less unfortunate. This regi- 
ment had.a rifled 24-pounder on the right wing, under the charge of 
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60 Port Hudson 


Lieut. N. E. Pratt. The first Alabama may be said to have been every- 
where at Port Hudson, and everywhere they acted bravely and well.” 


There was also the Forty-ninth regiment from Alabama, who pei 
formed their duties well, and under command of Major Street they 
behaved themselves as Alabamians should. 


MISSISSIPPI 


This State was well represented by the First regiment of volunteers, 
and who nobly maintained their fighting FomuialiOn, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Hamilton and Major Johnston. 


The Thirty-ninth Mississippi, Colonel W. B. Shelby, held an im- 
portant.position and won an enviable reputation for daring and obstinate 
courage: .: 


Theré were two independent companies from this State at Port 
Hudson. One was the Claiborne Light Infantry, Capt. G W. Lewis, 
and ‘a light artillery company from':Natchez; under Lieut. Wauikins, 
spoken'of elsewhere. ch re ‘ Carte 


“Half of the light artillery was also from Mississippi, which was rep- 
resented in this arm of the service by Herrod’s, Abby’s and Bradford’s 
batteries, all of the First Mississippi regiment of light artillery. Their 
Zuns were splendidly ‘handled, and did no little execution jn every as- 
sault. 


LOUISIANA 


Although most of Louisiana’s sons have been fighting on fields far 
distant from their homes, she had her share in the defence of this the 


lust’ St¥on¢ghold retained upon her soil. ¢ alee fi 
gt} : : . ‘ : vat 4 
Niles’ Legion had much fighting to do, but they did it as if they 


wer “a vete rans of a dozen campaigns. Their cavalry company was out- 
side the lines, but their eig bt, companies of infantry and battery of artil- 
lery (Boon e’s) were Bonen iely under fire at the right wing. At Battery 
No. 11, the companies commanded by Captains Dejeans and Carliss, and 
Lieutenants W oods and McFarland, with others, saw very hard fight- 
ing and won much deserved praise. The gallant conduct of Major Cole- 
man has been else swhere referred to. During a temporary illness of 
_ 1, Miles, Lieut. Col. F. B. Brand commanded the right wing and held 
during a trying period, 


The Ninth Louisiava battalion of infantry, under the command of 
Major B. Rk. Chinn, held posts of honor along the right wing during the 
siege, from the extreme right to the sally port at Troth’s road, constant- 
ly being moved, either to reinforce some point.or to relieve other troops 
at exposed points. They were actively employed and with great credit 
to themselves, losing many gallant men and officers. 
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Port Hudson 61 


The Ninth Louisiana battalion of partisan rangers, or Wingfield’s 
cavalry, as they were better known, saw hard fighting in the woods on 
our left wing, and were almost constantly engaged, from the 22nd of 
May until the capitulation, receiving high commendation for their 
bravery and other soldierly qualities: 


The Twelfth Louisiana battalion of artillery, also known as de Gour- 
nay’s: heavy artillery, were a veteran body of troops, the history of 
whose deeds has been closely entwined with the sieges of Fort Pickens, 
Yorktown and Port Hudson. The heavy guns manned by them, and 
commanded by Captains W. W. Seawell, W. N. Coffin and John N. Kean, 
and Lieut. O. Rodriguez, were employed in all the artillery engagements, 
both by water and land, and to say that the battalion sustained its past 
reputation, is the highest praise which could be rendered to it. To the 
foresight, military ability and zeal of Lieut. Col. P. F. de Gournay is 
due much of the success and many of the laurels that were won at Port 
Hudson. 


A large portion of the men of this command served at the breast- 
works as infantry, under Major Anderson Merchant, a cool and coura- 
geous officer, who refused to leave his post or even to report the fact, 
when painfully wounded. 


Roberts’s battery and the Watson battery, under Lieut. Toledano, 
played no unimportant part in the siege. Their pieces were bravely 
manned and skilfully. 


TENNESSEE 


The First Tennessee battalion of artillery, attached to the com- 
mand of Licut. Col. de Gournay, have been elsewhere spoken of as hav- 
ing distinguished themselves and done honor to their State. 


There was also a battalion, before spoken of, temporarily organized 
of men belonging to the Fourth and Thirtieth Louisiana, Forty-second 
Forty-eighth, Forty-Ninth, Fifty-third and Fifty-fifth Tennessee, and 
Seventh Texas, left in Port. Hudson by Maxey’s Brigade as a rear guard, 
This was at first placed under the command of Lieut. Col. W. N. Parish, 
but he was called to take charge of his regiment, and the command 
fell upon Capt. S. A. Whiteside, of Tennessee. Three companies under 
Capt. C. W. Cushman, of the Thirtieth Louisiana, volunteered to man 
3attery 11 when that point had become the scene of a deadiy concentra- 
tion of fire, and they held the place for 24 hours, when they were re- 
lieved. Capt. Cushman, who had succeeded to the command of the 
battalion, was again called upon about the Ist of July to occupy this 
exposed work, and had a hot fight for twenty-four hours at close quarters 
with the enemy, sharpshooting and throwing hand-grenades, under a 
tremendous bombardment at the same time, 
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Gen. Gardner’s staff officers deserve honorable mention in connec- 
tion with an account of the siege. Major T. F. Wilson, adjutant gen- 
eral; Captains Jackson and Lanier, assistant adjutant generals; Major 
Spratley, chief quartermaster; Captain George Simpson, inspector gen- 
eral; Liuet. Col. M. J. Smith, chief of heavy artillery; Lieut. Col. 
James P. Parker, chief of light artillery; Capt. L. J. Girard, chief of 
ordnance; Lieut. Fred Y. Dabney, chief of engineers, and Col. J. A. 
Jacquess, volunteer aide-de-camp; Capt. A. Dupeé, aide-de-camp, all 
proved themselves brave and competent soldiers, equal to their high 
positions. 
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